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PLATINUM PARTNERS 

Bayer is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science companies in the areas of seeds, crop protection 
and non-agricultural pest control. Bayer offers an outstanding range of products including high value seeds, 
innovative crop protection solutions based on chemical and biological modes of action, as well as an extensive 
service backup for modern, sustainable agriculture. In the area of non-agricultural applications, the company 
has a broad portfolio of products and services to control pests from home and garden to forestry applications. 
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the Life Science fields of healthcare and agriculture. Its 
vision includes collaborating and investing with others to deliver new innovations to growers in order to enhance 
yields necessary to provide access to safe and affordable food for this growing population. As an innovation led 
company, it believes fresh approaches and technologies will be critical to meeting the challenges of tomorrow.

We are excited to announce the name of our new company – Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture Division of 
DowDuPont™. This company brings together DuPont Crop Protection, DuPont Pioneer and Dow AgroSciences 
to create a market-shaping, standalone agriculture company with leading positions in Seed Technologies, 
Crop Protection and Digital Agriculture. We will work together across the global value chain to create a more 
efficient food system. At Corteva Agriscience™, we seek to enrich the lives of those who produce and those who 
consume. That means rejuvenating our agricultural ecosystem to naturally support people and our planet, and 
ensure progress for generations to come.
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INNOVATION SUMMIT
San Francisco, March 20-21, 2018

The goal of the World Agri-Tech Innovation series, now in its 
sixth year, is to accelerate the transition of advanced agtech 
solutions from the laboratory to the field.

By connecting the world’s leading farmers and agribusinesses 
with solution providers, entrepreneurs and investors, the summit 
has become a launch-pad for some of the most significant 
partnerships, investments and alliances in the agtech sector.

This year’s theme is “Connecting Innovation, Investment 
and Business in Food and Farming Systems” and we look 
forward to two days of disruptive thinking around data 
platforms, robotics, soil health and synthetic biology, and 
how collaboration and partnership can help harness these 
technologies to deliver efficiency and resiliency for growers 
around the world.

We’re excited to launch a series of new workshops and 
briefings at this year’s event, including Monday’s Vertical 
Farming Workshop, our Blockchain Briefing on Wednesday, 
and two country-focused breakfasts highlighting the fast-
growing markets in Latin America and Australia.

AgFunder is joining us this year to unveil the winners of its 
Innovation Awards in a special session at the end of the 
first day of the summit. We also look forward to hearing 
from twelve exciting young technology companies in our 
innovation showcase sessions, including the winner of the 
World Agri-Tech Pitch Day and the Radicle Challenge.

I would like to thank all our sponsors and exhibitors for 
their support for this summit and for helping us build and 
develop an event which delivers real value to this critical 
industry. We are committed to continuing in our mission 
to drive innovation across the agri-food value chain, and 
we welcome everyone’s ideas, feedback and suggestions 
on how we can further develop this summit as the most 
important networking event in the agtech calendar.

On behalf of the whole team at Rethink, I wish everyone  
a great summit.

Jennie Moss
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GOLD PARTNERS

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and maintain 
sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. BASF’s Crop Protection division works with farmers, 
agricultural professionals, pest management experts and others to help make this possible. With their 
cooperation, BASF is able to sustain an active R&D pipeline, an innovative portfolio of products and services, and 
teams of experts in the lab and in the field to support customers in making their businesses succeed.

Cambridge Consultants creates and delivers breakthrough products and services for clients worldwide - from 
the largest blue-chip companies to some of the smallest, innovative start-ups.  The company has the skills and 
experience of 500 engineers, scientists, mathematicians and designers to de-risk and commercialize novel 
technologies and to accelerate its clients’ product developments.

Conservis provides an enterprise farm management platform helping large family and institutional farms transform 
the efficiency and profitability of their operations. Based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, it is the first enterprise 
farm management platform for agriculture, created with, and for, business-minded farmers in the row crop and 
permanent crop markets. Conservis combines real-time data gathering with an information management and 
reporting platform, allowing for faster and more informed decisions.

Inocucor develops powerful natural biological products for agriculture targeting the phyto-microbiome — the seeds, 
plants, root systems and the soil surrounding them. Inocucor’s patented fermentation process combines multi-
strains of bacteria and yeasts into powerful soil and plant optimizers that are safe for people and the environment. 
These products naturally improve crop yields, shorten growing periods and create healthier, more resilient soils for 
farmers and greenhouse growers. Inocucor’s first-generation product employs live microbes to actively improve the 
health of the entire phyto-microbiome. Its second product and future generations of Inocucor products are powerful 
biological formulations for bio-stimulation, bio-fertility and bio-control targeting mainstream production agriculture.

Iteris is a leader in providing weather information solutions. Its innovative precision ag decision-support system, 
ClearAg™, leverages a data delivery platform to enable agribusinesses to ingest specific, actionable, high-
resolution weather, crop and soil information for data-driven farming. Iteris’ ClearAg™ API platform takes field-
specific weather and combines it with the science of soil and agronomy to deliver the right information, for the 
right field, at the right time, for the right decisions.

Koch Agronomic Services makes things grow, with fertilizers and high-efficiency plant nutrient technologies 
grounded in science. By examining and understanding the science that affects crops and turf, it create technologies 
that can optimize its customers’ fertilizer investments. Koch’s global team of chemists and agronomists, working 
together with universities and government researchers, are committed to developing and delivering products its 
customers can trust. Products backed by scientific data and validated by independent research.

Lazard, one of the world’s preeminent financial advisory and asset management firms, operates from 43 cities 
across 27 countries in North America, Europe, Asia, Australia, Central and South America. With origins dating to 
1848, the firm provides advice on mergers and acquisitions, strategic matters, restructuring and capital structure, 
capital raising and corporate finance, as well as asset management services to corporations, partnerships, 
institutions, governments and individuals.

Monsanto is committed to bringing a broad range of solutions to help nourish our growing world. It produces 
seeds for fruits, vegetables and key crops – such as corn, soybeans, and cotton – that help farmers have better 
harvests while using water and other important resources more efficiently. It works to find sustainable solutions 
for soil health, helps farmers use data to improve farming practices and conserve natural resources, and provides 
crop protection products to minimize damage from pests and disease. Through programs and partnerships, 
Monsanto collaborates with farmers, researchers, nonprofit organizations, universities and others to help tackle 
some of the world’s biggest challenges.  

Morrison & Foerster’s AgTech + Food Industry attorneys deliver strategic legal solutions to help companies feed 
a rapidly growing global population. The firm represents more than 100 agtech and food companies, research 
institutions, venture capital funds, and investment banks. With more than 50 agtech and food lawyers around the 
world, its fully-integrated team has the depth of technological expertise, wealth of business insight, exceptional 
legal skills, and global reach that are critical to business success grounded in innovative discovery. Its Plant IP 
group is the global leader in multinational IP protection related to new plant varieties, transgenic plants, agricultural 
products, and equipment.

Fueled by an innovative drive and a belief that the crop microbiome could shift the current course of humanity 
and the planet; Pivot Bio is enabling microbes to fix and supply more nitrogen to corn. Using its ON Technology™ 
to awaken the crop microbiome’s natural ability to produce nutrients, Pivot Bio is on track to replace all fertilizer 
with a renewable, clean solution. Operating since 2011, Pivot Bio is improving crop nutrition and forging a path to 
better yields, healthier soils, and a cleaner future.

Download Event App: Search Rethink Events
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Precision BioSciences is a biotechnology company dedicated to improving life. Its mission is to cure genetic  
disease, overcome cancer, and feed the planet. The company is achieving this with ARCUS®, the first product-grade, 
naturally-derived genome editing system that uniquely combines the specificity and efficacy required to overcome  
life’s greatest genetic challenges. Precision partners with stakeholders in the food systems value chain to bridge gaps 
and meet needs across agricultural productivity, nutritional demand, food security, and human wellness. 

STK is a bio-ag technology company, committed to food protection from field to fork. With breakthrough, botanical-
based solutions (BBS) – a synergy of cutting-edge scientific research and technology – that enhance the safety, yield 
and quality of multiple crops. STK helps growers, food companies and supermarket chains to deliver cleaner and 
healthier food products to market. Its botanical-based and hybrid solutions are easily integrated into conventional 
spraying programs, helping to advance the IPM (Integrated Pest Management) approach to growing food. 

Trimble’s Agriculture Division provides solutions that solve complex technology challenges across the entire 
agricultural landscape. The solutions enable farmers and advisors to allocate scarce resources to produce a safe, 
reliable food supply in a profitable and environmentally sustainable manner. Trimble offers technology integration 
that allows farmers to collect, share and manage information across their farm, while providing improved operating 
efficiencies in the agricultural value chain. Trimble solutions include guidance and steering, agronomy coaching, 
data management, flow and application control, water management, harvest solutions and correction services. 

NETWORKING RECEPTION PARTNERS

EY’s experience working with leading agribusiness companies across ecosystems helps them understand the 
market trends and conduct thorough industry analysis. Its global agribusiness team delivers trusted guidance to 
help make sense of quickly changing dynamics. EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory 
services. It aims to have a positive impact on businesses, markets and society. EY is committed to building a 
better working world. 

Zymergen is a molecular technology company ushering in a new age of manufacturing and industrial innovation. 
Leveraging the power of machine learning, automation, and bioengineering, Zymergen takes a radically different 
approach to improving the performance of materials and to discovering new molecular products that touch every 
industry – from agriculture to chemicals and materials, pharmaceuticals, and more. The technology is in use 
today, creating value for Fortune 500 companies and major corporations across the globe.

SILVER PARTNERS 

The hype is fading, and drones don’t work yet for farmers. Limits on battery life and rural-area data transfer make manual 
operation time consuming, complicated, and impractical. American Robotics has solved this problem with Scout™:  
a fully-automated, self-charging, industrial-grade drone system, capable of functioning independently for the entire 
growing season. By removing the need for human pilots and utilizing the data management power of its DS1™ drone 
stations, Scout is 6-45x more cost effective than alternatives and provides the highest resolution insights every day.

Avrio Capital invests in innovative food and agriculture companies that provide solutions to global challenges 
in the areas of health, wellness and sustainability. Avrio is an active investor that works alongside its companies 
to provide the support and resources needed to transform emerging companies into successful globally 
competitive enterprises.

IntelinAir is a leading aerial imagery and ag-data analytics company in the precision agriculture industry. It has 
combined world-class computer vision, machine-learning and agronomic knowledge with enormous farmer ground 
truth data and knowhow to build its flagship solution AgMRI. AgMRI provides timely, automated and actionable insights 
to farmers such as emergence issues, early-season weeds, nutrient deficiencies, weather damage, water stress, 
disease outbreaks and insect infestations, so they can take action and significantly improve their profitability.

Koppert Biological Systems ensures sustainability for the cultivation of food crops and ornamental plants. Together 
with growers and in partnership with nature, Koppert works to make agricultural and horticultural products healthy, safe, 
productive and resilient. It achieves this by using natural enemies to combat pest infestations, bumblebees for natural 
pollination, and natural products that support and strengthen the crops both above and underground. Restoring and 
protecting vital ecosystems in a natural way is the basis for healthy crops and a balanced environment.

Noble Research Institute, is an independent non-profit agricultural research organization dedicated to delivering 
solutions to great agricultural challenges. Headquartered in Oklahoma, the Noble Research Institute conducts 
fundamental, translational and applied research. It offers no-cost consultation and education to farmers, ranchers 
and land managers; operates seven research and demonstration farms; and educates students of all ages about 
science and agriculture. 

Plenty is a new kind of farm for a new kind of world. It’s on a mission to transform produce from a bland 
commodity to a delicious movement. Its field-scale indoor farms bring fresh, backyard-quality fruits and 
vegetables to local communities everywhere while using 1% of the water, a fraction of the land, and zero 
pesticides, synthetic fertilizers, or GMOs. Plenty is produce with purpose and we’re reimagining farming for a 
more sustainable, better-tasting future.

GOLD PARTNERS

worldagritechusa.com
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Plug and Play is a global innovation platform. It accelerates start-ups and matchmakes them with its corporate 
partners. It also invests in over 150 companies every year. Since 2006, its programs have expanded worldwide 
to 24 locations globally. With over 6,000 start-ups and 180 official corporate partners, it has created the ultimate 
start-up ecosystem in many industries. Companies in its community have raised over $6 billion in funding, with 
successful portfolio exits including Danger, Dropbox, Lending Club, PayPal, SoundHound, and Zoosk.

Solinftec develops hardware, software and mobile applications for digital agriculture and is a leader in the 
development of solutions for the sugar, ethanol, grain and cotton markets. Its solutions for real-time monitoring, 
optimization and traceability of agricultural operations are present in the largest global players, helping to 
change the way food is produced in the world.

COUNTRY PARTNERS

The Australian Trade and Investment Commission - Austrade - contributes to Australia’s economic prosperity 
by helping Australian businesses, education institutions, and tourism operators develop international markets. 
Austrade provides information and advice to assist Australian companies in exporting goods and services to 
global markets. In addition, Austrade is responsible for the promotion, attraction and facilitation of productive 
foreign direct investment (FDI) into Australia, and is the first national point of contact for all investment inquiries. 

The Department for International Trade (DIT) is the government department that helps UK-based companies 
succeed in the global economy. It also helps overseas companies bring their high-quality investment to the UK’s 
dynamic economy, acknowledged as Europe’s best place from which to succeed in global business. DIT has 
professional advisors both within the UK and across more than 100 international markets.

COFFEE BREAK HOSTS

CSIRO Agriculture and Food delivers impact through an integrated ‘gene to plate’ approach. Its research 
improves crop quality and yield, develops innovative food processing technologies, creates new value-added 
foods, and is growing our livestock, aquaculture and fishery industries. Book a meeting to discuss how CSIRO 
can help deliver impact for your business by pushing the boundaries of what is possible through innovation, 
science and technology.

Download Event App: Search Rethink Events
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PRE-SUMMIT EVENTS
Vertical Farming Workshop11:00-2:00 MARCH 19

A dedicated workshop to learn how leading investors and operators in Vertical Farming are scaling production and 
accessing new markets, with discussion topics including:

• Plant Science: What are the latest approaches to optimizing yields in vertical, controlled  
 environment agriculture? Where is the next wave of innovation coming from?

•  Finance & Business Models: In what creative ways are vertical farms being funded, and  
 how do capital stacks compare?

•  Technology: Building a holistic indoor farming system that can scale rapidly

•  Global Potential: Understanding the drivers for adoption in Asia, the economics of vertical  
 farming and the value placed on clean food production

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Bryan Mixer
Investment Director

MIDDLELAND CAPITAL, 
USA

Nate Storey
Co-Founder & CSO

PLENTY, 
USA

J.J. Price
Business Development 
Director

SPREAD, JAPAN

John Purcell
Vegetables Global R&D, 
Lead, Hawaii Business

MONSANTO, USA

Sonia Lo
CEO

CROP ONE HOLDINGS, USA

The World Agri-Tech Pitch Day & The Radicle Challenge3:00-6:00 MARCH 19

Following a rigorous selection process from over 150 entries, eight exciting early-stage start-ups have been chosen  
to pitch to a panel of investors. In addition to $250,000 investment funding from Radicle Growth acceleration fund,  
the winner will also present within the Innovation Showcase on Day 2 of the summit.

Watch as the Pitch Day winner is announced on stage at 1.45pm on Tuesday March 20.

Finalists: 

BEEHERO (ISRAEL), EGGXYT (ISRAEL), HERDDOGG (USA), ROOTWAVE (UK),  
SOLLUM (CANADA), TORTUGA AGTECH (USA), TRADELANES (USA), VENCE CORP (USA)

Judges:

Kirk Haney, CEO and Managing Partner, RADICLE GROWTH

Arama Kukutai, Co-Founder and Partner, FINISTERE VENTURES

Geoff Kneen, R&D Licensing and New Ventures Manager (North America), BAYER CROPSCIENCE

Dan Cosgrove, VP Business Development, DUPONT PIONEER

Kiersten Stead, Investment Director, MGV

6:30 MARCH 19 Networking Drinks Reception Hosted by:
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SUMMIT AGENDA
MARCH 20, 2018DAY ONE

BREAKFAST BRIEFING: The AgTech Space in Latin America: What’s Ahead  
and Why it Matters to the US

7:45-8:45

As the Latin American agtech ecosystem continues to expand, representatives from leading regional hubs will explore the 
opportunities for greater collaboration and partnership within the food and farming sector and examine how the hi-tech 
model is set to scale across Latin America.

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Tomas Peña
Managing Director

THE YIELD LAB LATAM, 
ARGENTINA

Irene Arias Hofman
CEO, Multilateral 
Investment Fund (MIF)

IADB, USA

Mariano Mayer
Secretary of Entrepreneurs  
& SMEs

ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

Mariano Bosch
CEO and Co-Founder

ADECOAGRO, 
ARGENTINA

Renato Hersz
Strategy and Corporate 
Development Director

SOLINFTEC, BRAZIL

09.00  Welcome Remarks from Rethink Events

09:05   Keynote: How the USDA is Working to Support Technological Innovation in Farming

  

Greg Ibach
Undersecretary of  
Agriculture for Marketing 
and Regulatory Programs

US DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE, USA

09:20  Leaders Debate: Harnessing Innovation to Nourish Future Generations Sustainably

 • Technology is the key to balancing the food equation but to what extent do technology capabilities today   
  equip us to deal with the global food challenges of tomorrow? 

 • Is it possible to blend the best ideas of commercial agriculture with organic farming, local food and    
  environmental conservation to deliver a healthy planet and healthy diet that consumers will accept? 

 • How will the supply chain need to change to respond to the consumer trend towards speciality crops and  
  mass specialization? 

 • Can digital agriculture open opportunities for growers to get closer to major food buyers, processors and consumers? 

 • How will consolidation of the major players help or hinder innovation over time? What new ecosystem is set to emerge?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Brook Cunningham
Managing Director

LAZARD, USA

Robert T. Fraley
CTO

MONSANTO, 
USA

Kip Tom
Managing Member

TOM FARMS, USA

Mark Thompson
Vice President Strategy

NUTRIEN, CANADA

Charles Baron
Co-Founder &  
VP of Product

FARMERS BUSINESS 
NETWORK, CANADA

James Weed
Vice President & Leader, 
Global Trading Analytics

CARGILL, USA
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10:10   Invest Now to Feed Tomorrow’s Planet

  Understanding the nature and magnitude of the changing structure of agricultural production and R&D    
  landscapes within the United States and worldwide, and their implications for the future.

Philip Pardey
Professor, Science &  
Technology Policy, Department  
of Applied Economics

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, 
USA

10:30   Networking Coffee Break Hosted by:

11:00   Rethinking Yield & Nutrition: Genomics, Cloud Biology & Next Generation Technologies

 • How are big data and computational analysis being applied to develop new seed traits and genomic    
  discoveries and offer new ways to measure, map and drive information into better products at a faster rate?

 •  How are companies using next generation tools to target specific traits to increase yield, nutrition, health,   
  taste, texture and resistance? How will these technologies change the way we eat tomorrow? What can be   
  done to move products through the regulatory system at the right speed? How can these solutions be scaled   
  within the existing supply chains?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Michael Ward
Head, Patent Practice 
Group and Co-Chair, 
Intellectual Property 
Practice Group

MORRISON & 
FOERSTER, USA

Fayaz Khazi
President, 
Plant Sciences

PRECISION 
BIOSCIENCES, USA

James Dale
Professor, Institute for  
Future Environments

QUT, AUSTRALIA

Howard-Yana Shapiro
Chief Agricultural Officer

MARS, USA

Paul Rea
Senior VP, BASF Crop 
Protection, North America

BASF, USA

11:45   Kick-Starting Product Discovery Through Microbes

  How some of the world’s oldest organisms will deliver its newest solutions. 

Zach Serber
Founder & CSO

ZYMERGEN, USA
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12:00  Networking Round Tables:

  The most interactive session of the program! Delegates choose their preferred topic from the list below, and   
  join the numbered table in the main auditorium. Hosted by an industry leader, it’s a valuable opportunity to share   
  ideas, ask questions and network with other delegates focused on the same issue.

 

Pre-Competitive IP & Data Sharing:
What systems and platforms are needed to incentivize 
greater public and private collaboration?

Philip Pardey 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Data & Ag Risk:
How can data derived from precision farming technology 
and predictive modelling be used to create precision prices 
and customized insurance coverage solutions?

Donald Preusser

FARMERS MUTUAL HAIL

On Farm Adoption:
What technology solutions do Californian growers need?

Hank Giclas

WESTERN GROWERS 
ASSOCIATION

Soil Health & Microbials:
As the industry matures, what will the future value chain look 
like?

William Buckner

NOBLE RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Channel Partners:
How are large equipment manufacturers looking to partner 
with start-ups?

Abe Hughes

TRIMBLE

Retail Disruption for Farmers:
Could an Amazon-like model be applied to agriculture?

Joel Wipperfurth

LAND O LAKES

Accelerating Innovation:
What lessons can we learn from global hotspots about 
accelerating adoption of innovation into market?

Nitza Kardish

THE TRENDLINES GROUP

Biologicals:
Which new technologies are set to transform the crop
protection industry?

Peter Jens

KOPPERT BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS 

Future Farms:
How will we be farming in the future? What changes are 
around the corner and what will never happen?

Kip Tom

TOM FARMS

Latin America:
Accessing opportunities in the emerging agtech ecosystem 
in Latin America

Mariano Mayer

ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

Indoor and Vertical Farming:
What role will indoor and vertical farming have for precision 
plants and transforming agriculture?

Roger Buelow

AERO FARMS

Commercializing Public Research:
How can we enhance technology transfer between the 
public and private sectors?

Sally Rockey

FFAR

worldagritechusa.com
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Natural Products: 
What role can these products and technologies play in an 
overall food system to deliver a robust, sustainable and
safe food supply?

Steve Webb

DOW AGRISCIENCES

IoT and Data Sciences:
How can real time and online information processing lead to 
higher efficiency and efficacy on the farm?

Renato Hersz

SOLINFTEC

Robotics:
What is the future of automation in the field?

Reese Mozer

AMERICAN ROBOTICS

Remote Sensing:
In the future will growers need to visit the field?

Tom Green

SPEARHEAD INTERNATIONAL

Synthetic Biology:  
Opportunities at the intersection of ag and life sciences

Zach Serber

ZYMERGEN

New Business Models: 
What new business models and partnership strategies are 
emerging between large companies and SMEs?

Vonnie Estes

INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT

Country Focus:
Opportunities for collaboration and investment in the UK 
agri-tech sector

Elizabeth Warham

DEPARTMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE, UK

On Farm Adoption:
What approaches are successful start-ups using to get 
technologies on the farm?

Eric O’Brien

FALL LINE CAPITAL

Investment Strategies:
How will consolidation impact exit strategies?

Aki Georgacacos

AVRIO CAPITAL

Corporate/Start-Up Intersection:
How can big corporations maintain a start-up culture 
and mindset?

Paul Rea

BASF

Intelligent Crop Marketing:
How are emerging trends and technologies enabling 
farmers to get closer to consumers?

Brennan Turner

FARMLEAD

AI and Machine Learning:
How are technology companies betting big on artificial 
intelligence?

Kyle Dooley

CNH

12:45   Networking Lunch Hosted by:

Download Event App: Search Rethink Events
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1:45   Announcement: The Winner of the World Agri-Tech Pitch Day and the Radicle Challenge

  From the eight finalists who were selected to pitch at the World Agri-Tech Pitch Day and the Radicle Challenge  
  on Monday March 19, one winner will be chosen as the recipient of $250,000 in investment from San Diego-   
  based acceleration fund Radicle Growth. The winner will also present in the final World Agri-Tech Innovation    

  Showcase at 10.45am on Wednesday March 21.

  

Kirk L. Haney
Chief Executive Officer

RADICLE GROWTH, 
USA

2:00
The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Early Stage Technology Innovators Pitch 
Seven-Minute Snapshots of their Solutions

 

PRESENTING COMPANIES

Chida Kanchiswamy
CEO & Founder

PLANTEDIT, IRELAND

Marc Chevrel
Vice Chairman

ARBIOM, USA

Matti Tiainen
Co-Founder & CEO

PROFARM, FINLAND

Juan Bravo
CEO

AGROBOT, SPAIN

THE SHARK PANEL

Nolan Paul
Head of R&D Strategy & 
Emerging Technology

DRISCOLL’S, USA

Gideon Soesman
Co-Founder & 
Managing Partner

GREENSOIL 
INVESTMENTS, 
ISRAEL

Kiersten Stead
Investment Director

MGV, USA

2:45   On Farm Robotics & Automation from Speciality Crops to Row Crops

 • What is it going to take to bring full AI driven automation onto the farm? What does it mean for existing infrastructure   
  and do we need to redesign the farm and farming systems to deliver the right set of tools that farmers can use? 

 • What is the future of ag equipment? How are OEMs connecting equipment with automation? How are they   
  looking to diversify and what factors are driving their partnerships and M&A activity in robotics? 

 • To what extent will robotics and automation relieve pressure on labour shortages in the agricultural sector?   
  How are growers investing in technologies today?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Clay Mitchell
Co-Founder and 
Managing Director

FALL LINE CAPITAL, 
USA

Hank Giclas
Vice President

WESTERN GROWERS 
ASSOCIATION, USA

Niall Mottram
Head of Product 
Development,  
Industrial & Energy

CAMBRIDGE CONSULTANTS, 
UK

Jorge Heraud
CEO

BLUE RIVER 
TECHNOLOGY, USA

Danny Royer
Vice President 
Technology

BOWLES FARMING 
COMPANY, USA

Kyle Dooley
Leader, Data Strategy  
& Analytics

CNH INDUSTRIAL, USA

Finalists:
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3:30   Fireside Chat: From Start-Up to Scale-Up - The Journey of an AgTech Enterprise

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Arama Kukutai
Co-Founder and Partner

FINISTERE VENTURES, 
USA

Matt Barnard
CEO

PLENTY, 
USA

Jeffrey Housenbold
Founding Managing Partner

SOFTBANK VISION FUND, 
USA

4:00   Networking Coffee Break

4:30
The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Early Stage Technology Innovators Pitch 
Seven-Minute Snapshots of their Solutions

 

PRESENTING COMPANIES

Eylon Sorek
CEO

SKYX, ISRAEL

Gil Shalev
CEO

EQUINOM, ISRAEL

Anastasia Volkova
CEO & Co-Founder

FLUROSAT, AUSTRALIA

Adi Nir
CEO

METOMOTION, 
ISRAEL

THE SHARK PANEL

Nolan Paul
Head of R&D Strategy & 
Emerging Technology

DRISCOLL’S, USA

Gideon Soesman
Co-Founder & 
Managing Partner

GREENSOIL 
INVESTMENTS, 
ISRAEL

Kiersten Stead
Investment Director

MGV, USA

5:15   Investor Panel: Unlocking Silicon Valley Style Ambition & Thinking in Agriculture

 • How is the agtech investment space evolving? What new segments in agtech are emerging – what are the hot  
  verses hyped segments?

 •  How are private equity, institutional investors, pension funds and large-scale family offices ready to support   
  new opportunities they are seeing in agtech? What is their primary driver for investing and where is their sweet spot?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Rob Dongoski
Partner, Global 
Agribusiness Leader

EY, USA

Stephen Padgette
Partner,  
Growth Equity

PAINE SCHWARTZ 
PARTNERS, USA

Zachary Bogue
Co-Managing Partner 

DATA COLLECTIVE, 
USA

Joy Basu
Food & Agriculture  
Lead

THE RISE FUND, USA

Axel Bouchon
Head of Bayer Life  
Science Center

BAYER HEALTHCARE, 
USA

Aki Georgacacos
Co-Founder &  
Managing Partner

AVRIO CAPITAL, 
CANADA
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The AgFunder Innovation Awards recognize the 
innovators and disruptors redefining the future of the 
agri-food space. The winners have been voted for by 
AgFunder’s global network and will be announced 
here at the World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit.

AGFUNDER INNOVATION AWARDS CEREMONY, 6:00

Join us for celebratory drinks  
and networking, hosted by: 

6:30  Networking Drinks Reception

worldagritechusa.com
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SUMMIT AGENDA

MARCH 21,  2018DAY TWO

BREAKFAST BRIEFING: Driving Innovation in Australian Agriculture7:45-8:45

The Australian Trade and Investment Commission 
(Austrade) explores opportunities for international 
investment and collaboration in this fast growing 
market. By prior invitation only.

09.00  Welcome Remarks from Rethink Events 

09:15   KEYNOTE: Enriching the Lives of Farmers and Consumers

Neal Gutterson
Chief Technology Officer, 
Corteva Agriscience™ 
Agriculture Division

DOW DUPONT, USA

09:30   AI & Data Driven Optimization on the Farm

 • How is data driving greater efficiency on the farm today? What efforts are being made within the agtech   
  ecosystem to unify information and translate this into actionable insights?

 • How are deep learning and AI approaches to image analysis being applied to crops to give information  
  about yield? What does this data bring to growers and the supply?

 • Edge computing is set to unlock new frontiers in IoT, next generation sensors, AI and blockchain. 
  What areas are being revolutionized by these hardware/software innovations?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Adam Anders
Managing Partner

ANTERRA CAPITAL, USA

Patrick Christie
Executive Vice 
President, Corporate 
Development

CONSERVIS, USA

Al Eisaian
CEO

INTELINAIR, USA

Abe Hughes
General Manager 
Agriculture Division

TRIMBLE, USA

Cameron Holbrook
Head, Global Business 
Development, AgTech

AMAZON WEB 
SERVICES, USA

Jim Chambers
Senior Vice President 
& General Manager, 
Agriculture & 
Weather Analytics

ITERIS, USA

worldagritechusa.com
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10:15
The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Early Stage Technology Innovators Pitch 
Seven-Minute Snapshots of their Solutions

 

PRESENTING COMPANIES

Rob McBride
Co-Founder

BOOST BIOMES,  
USA

Steven Ridder
Founder & CEO

TERALYTIC,  
USA

David Davies
Founder & CEO

AGUNITY,  
AUSTRALIA ?

The Winner of the 
World Agri-Tech 
Pitch Day & The 
Radicle Challenge

THE SHARK PANEL

Nolan Paul
Head of R&D Strategy & 
Emerging Technology

DRISCOLL’S, USA

Gideon Soesman
Co-Founder & 
Managing Partner

GREENSOIL 
INVESTMENTS, 
ISRAEL

Kiersten Stead
Investment Director

MGV, USA

11:00   Networking Coffee Break

11:30   Open Innovation & Pathways to Accelerating Growth

 • What collaboration models and global partnerships are being rolled out to push the boundaries of innovation   
  in agriculture and deliver new insights and new solutions?

 • How do corporates inspire internal innovation and how do they work with external innovation platforms to   
  accelerate growth? 

 • What new trends and strategies are emerging across governments and institutions to enhance technology   
  transfer and exploitation of public research?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Seena Amidi
Director of Food and 
Beverage and New 
Materials and Packaging

PLUG & PLAY TECH 
CENTER, USA    

Adrian Percy
Head of R&D

BAYER CROPSCIENCE, 
GERMANY

George Kellerman
COO & General Partner

YAMAHA MOTOR VENTURES & 
LABORATORY SILICON VALLEY, 
USA

Gusui Wu
Technology and 
Innovation Lead, Bay 
Area Innovation Center

DOW DUPONT, USA

Matt Brown
Director of Business Data

INTERNATIONAL FARMING 
CORPORATION, USA
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12:15   The Changing Face of Crop Protection & Demand for Bio-Based Solutions

 • What bio-based solutions are set to disrupt the crop protection industry? How is the market evolving and what   
  hurdles remain to greater adoption?

 • How are major input providers integrating chemical and biological crop protection solutions? How are biologicals   
  being incorporated into their portfolios and how important are they for their future business growth strategy?

 • What role will retailers and food companies have in driving forward the transition to sustainable agriculture   
  and the demand for bio-based crop protection solutions?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Sally Rockey
Executive Director

FFAR, USA

Karsten Temme
CEO

PIVOT BIO, USA

Guy Elitzur
CEO

STK, ISRAEL

Oliver Ratcliffe
VP Business 
Development, 
Biologicals

KOCH BIOLOGICAL 
SOLUTIONS, USA

1:00   Networking Lunch Hosted by:

1:45  Monetizing the Microbiome: Healthy Soils, Healthy Animals, Healthy People

 • As our understanding of the health of soil, livestock and people develops, how is this relationship between  
  soil health and food being integrated to deliver new insights? What are the limits to our understanding and   
  how will this change over the next 5-10 years?

 • What technologies, such as diagnostics, sensors and predictive modelling, are being developed to deliver  
  the next big breakthrough?

 • How is our understanding of gut health and the microbiome delivering new approaches for animal health  
  and wellbeing? How will investments cross over from the human health industry?

 • What innovations are being developed that will enable producers to move away from antibiotics?

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

William Buckner
President & CEO

SAMUEL ROBERTS 
NOBLE FOUNDATION, 
USA

Don Marvin
President & CEO

INOCUCOR 
CORPORATION, 
USA

Poornima Parameswaran
CEO & Co-Founder

TRACE GENOMICS,  
USA

Steve Rowe
President & CEO

NEWTRIENT, USA

Jerry Lynch
CSO

GENERAL MILLS,  
USA

worldagritechusa.com
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2:30  Closing Investor Debate

 • How are investors taking a systems approach to investments? What new business models are they applying to  
  de-risk investments and accelerate technology adoption in the market?

 • What is happening to valuations and what are the exit time lines for digital agtech versus ag biotech? 

 • What is the right exit for a start-up?  What is the right type of company to go public vs a strategic acquisition?   
  What business model do they need to scale their business for an exit and what does it take to get there?   

 • Investors’ predictions for 2018 and beyond.

  

SESSION CHAIR SPEAKERS

Andy Ziolkowski
Managing Director

CULTIVIAN 
SANDBOX, USA

Jon Hjelm
Managing Director, 
Agriculture, Clean Tech & 
Renewables, CORPORATE 
INVESTMENT BANKING

PIPER JAFFRAY, USA

Phil Erlanger
Founder and  
Managing Partner

PONTIFAX AGTECH, 
USA

Mark Cupta
Principal

PRELUDE VENTURES, 
USA

3:00   Close of Summit 

  1-1 Meetings Continue

  Make the most of this valuable networking time without any clash with speaker sessions. Connect with other  
  delegates in advance via the meeting tool to pre-arrange meetings in this dedicated space.

BLOCKCHAIN BRIEFING: Filling the Trust Gap in the Agri-Food Business4:00

 Join this specialist workshop on the application of blockchain in the agri-food supply chain. We will review the   
 most significant developments in blockchain technology and use case studies to understand its potential impact   
 on agri-food businesses as well as how to overcome the challenges of scaling and adoption.

 • The challenges and opportunities for scaling technology within the agri-food supply chain

 • A customer perspective and demo: Blockchain as a new business model for freshness management

 • IoT sensors and blockchain: The potential of real time conditions monitoring for the lifecycle of food

 • The implications of blockchain for financing in agriculture

 • Blockchain from an investor perspective

SESSION CHAIRS SPEAKERS

Raja 
Ramachandram
CEO

RIPE.IO, 
USA

Micki Seibel
Advisor, Food &  
Ag Consultant for  
Social Capital

RIPE.IO, USA

Mark Zettler
Vice President, 
R&D and 
Regulatory  
Affairs

AGROFRESH, USA

Steve Whalley
CEO

STRATEGIC 
WORLD 
VENTURES,  
USA

Philip Harris
Founder

RIPE.IO, 
USA

Manuel 
Gonzalez
Managing Director, 
North America &  
Head of Innovation

RABOBANK, USA

Brian Frank
Food & Ag Tech 
Investor, Advisor

FTW VENTURES, 
USA

Christa Steele

Founder & CEO

BOARDROOM  
CONSULTING,  
USA

Registration from 3.45pm. If you have not already booked for this workshop and would 
like to join, please talk to our registration team at anytime during the summit. Price: $295

  

Download Event App: Search Rethink Events
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12. Solinftec 

13.  Advanced 
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9.  Department  
 for International   
 Trade

14.  WiseConn 

15.  DroneDeploy 
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17.  Hortau 

18.  Conservis

19.  Inocucor 

 

20. Monsanto

21. Cambridge 
 Consultants 

22. Bayer 
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Exhibitors and stand numbers TechHub

25. Agribody 
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26. Agrobot

27. Arbiom

28. Boost Biomes

29. Cordoba  
 Technologies

30. Nofence 

31. PlantArcBio

32. PLANTeDIT 

33. Pro Farm 

34. Teralytic 

1:1 MEETINGS
Maximize your networking potential at the  

World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit by taking 
advantage of our 1:1 meeting software.

Prearrange meetings with your most important 
contacts and form new business partnerships 
at the summit by logging in and viewing the 
profiles of other key delegates, then get in  

touch with those that you would like to meet.

Log in easily via the Event App, or go to

meetings.rethinkevents.com/mt/agritech

For help in managing your schedule, 
please contact the registration desk.

Download the Event App

Access everything from your phone or  
tablet, from the agenda to your meetings 
schedule and speaker profiles. 

Search Rethink Events  
in the App Store

Follow Us

#WorldAgriTech  
@WorldAgriTech

worldagritechusa.com

SUMMIT FLOORPLAN



22

TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE PRESENTERS

A new generation of strawberry harvesters with the world’s most advanced technology giving maximum 
performance to farms. SW 6010 is the smartest way to optimize productivity for business and get the best results 
for berry farms. Its collection system AGB® manages a set of robotic manipulators able to locate and identify 
strawberries, selecting them based on their individual size and degree of ripeness before transferring to its 
workstations for monitored processing and packing. 

AgUnity provides developing world farmers with a free smartphone and the AgriLedger application, a distributed 
cryptoledger (blockchain) mobile solution that improves trust between co-operatives of small farmers enabling 
them to lift themselves out of poverty. AgUnity works with NGOs like Asian Development Bank, IFC and USAID 
and initial projects have tripled income for farmers. 

Arbiom is a biotechnology company developing solutions to convert wood into food and bio-based materials. 
Arbiom’s technology platform integrates expertise in pre-treatment, enzymatic hydrolysis and fermentation 
to convert lignocellulosic (non-food) material to biocompatible sugars and high-grade lignin for a variety of 
applications, notably as an ideal substrate for microbial protein production. 

Boost Biomes is a microbiome company focused on harnessing the power of microbiomes which play critical 
roles in areas ranging from agriculture to human and animal health. Boost has a proprietary discovery platform 
to identify microbial products with important commercial roles. Its first product targets agriculturally relevant 
microbiomes with the development of safe and effective microbial biopesticides. 

Equinom is a data-driven breeding and seed company which has reinvented breeding technology by using DNA 
sequencing and algorithms to engineer multi-trait, non-GMO products. Equinom deals with multi-gene traits, and 
breeding for a complete product instead of one trait at a time. Equinom is active in the sesame seed and plant 
protein markets, signing agreements with PepsiCo and Mitsui. 

FluroSat provides agronomists and farmers with an online analytics platform which uses on-farm observations to 
calibrate remote sensing imagery. This is captured using drones, airplanes and satellites to produce actionable 
insights generated by per-paddock crop growth models specific to farm. Centered around nutrient management 
and stress detection, FluroSat’s solution helps agronomists and farmers tailor nutrient strategies to manipulate 
the yield of commodity crops in every paddock.

MetoMotion is developing a multipurpose robotic system for labor-intensive tasks in greenhouses. Its first 
application, a robotic harvester for greenhouse tomatoes, is designed for simple operation and smooth 
integration into existing greenhouse practices. The robotic harvester will bring significant reduction in the 
number of workers needed for the vegetable production cycle.

PLANTeDIT combines next-generation genome editing tools (CRISPR/Cas9) with innovative transformation 
technology to produce non-transgenic, sustainable and healthier food products. PLANTeDIT is also developing 
universal, swift and cost-effective transformation technology applicable to a broad range of crop species for 
direct delivery of genome editing tools. 

Pro Farm has developed a novel nutrient technology that is designed to enhance plants’ physiology through 
molecular science. This proprietary technology is easy to use for the farmer as it is non-toxic and commercially 
available in 19 states in the U.S. In addition to bigger yields, Pro Farm’s technology will also make plants more 
resistant towards pests, diseases and stress.

Skyx is an agriculture-robotics technology company developing software for a modular swarm of autonomous 
spraying robots and drones. The innovative solution enables precise spraying that covers an entire farmland, 
complements the existing tractor and airplane operations, and covers an unlimited number of shapes and spots 
in the farmland. Skyx targets its solution for agri-spraying applicators that require new standards for their cost, 
accuracy, availability, and safety. 

Teralytic has developed the world’s first wireless NPK soil sensors so farmers can monitor their fields in real-time, 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The company sends this data back to its cloud platform to generate real-time 
and predictive insights, so farmers can make more profitable decisions. 

worldagritechusa.com
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TECH HUB

Agribody Technologies applies a proven solution to food-sourcing problems due to growing populations, 
extreme weather and decreasing farmland by significantly increasing crop yields. Its patented genetic 
modification or genome editing technology also delays plant senescence, while increasing resistance to 
diseases and sublethal stresses. This includes drought, heat, cold, salt, low nutrients and crowding in many key 
crop plants, including two years of field trial data in alfalfa. 

Cordoba Technologies developed Hummingbird, a toolbar that converts mechanized irrigation systems into 
robotic structures that can apply crop protection chemicals automatically. Field tested and proven in reducing  
chemical applications between 30-70%. Spraying is just the beginning: Hummingbird can carry liquids, air, or 
sensors over a field with extreme precision. 

Nofence, the world’s first virtual fencing system, safeguards animal welfare and promotes sustainable agriculture, 
giving animals access to good, varied pasture lands. The system consists of a solar-powered GPS collar and 
a digital map. If an animal crosses the Nofence boundary and enters the warning zone, the collar vibrates and 
beeps to warn the animal that it will receive an electric shock. They soon learn to turn back and avoid the electric 
shock, staying within the safe defined boundary. 

PlantArcBio is a plant biotech startup company with a unique, innovative and IP protected Direct In Plant 
platform (DIP™), for improving plants’ performance. DIP™ is the only platform that screens millions of plants, each 
with a unique gene, from any possible source, with no prior knowledge required. Positive in plant results it 
enables fast discovery of promising genes. DIP™ is used for conventional (marker assisted selection breeding, 
gene editing) or biotech applications. 

Download Event App: Search Rethink Events
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CONTENT PARTNER 

The Intelligence Program Line of Airbus Defence and Space is the supplier of choice for commercial satellite 
imagery, C2ISR systems and related services. Based upon exclusive commercial access to the Pléiades, SPOT 
and TerraSAR-X, combined with broad application experience, Airbus delivers an extensive portfolio spanning 
the entire geo-information value chain.

HOSPITALITY PARTNERS

Bryan Cave LLP is a modern global law firm that values its heritage, combining sophisticated strategic  
thinking and leading-edge innovation in legal services with a long history of building and maintaining  
true client partnerships. It takes pride in delivering the best value for the highest quality legal services  
by listening carefully to its clients’ needs.

Cultiva’s “SureSeal” proprietary technology was developed to supplement the cuticle of plants thereby 
increasing the crop’s tolerance to environmental stress, improving fruit quality and prolonging shelf life.  
Its first commercial product, Parka, is used on a variety of crops to mitigate disorders that result from 
environmental extremes. 

Evogene is a leading biotechnology company developing novel products for life science markets through a 
unique predictive biology platform, incorporating deep scientific understanding and advanced computational 
technologies. This platform is utilized to discover and develop ag-chemical, ag-biological and ag-seed products, 
and by two subsidiaries, Evofuel, focused on castor seeds and Biomica, focused on the human microbiome. 

Pontifax AgTech is a leading growth capital investor in food and agriculture technology. It invests globally in 
businesses that improve agricultural productivity, nutrition & health, sustainability and supply chain efficiency. It 
delivers a proprietary, value-added ecosystem of strategic partners to its portfolio companies in helping them 
become profitable industry leaders. 

worldagritechusa.com
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SEE YOU IN 
BROOKLYN
The Indoor AgTech Innovation Summit will focus on 

the role of vertical and indoor farming in building 

sustainable, profitable and healthy food systems, with 

new opportunities for investment and collaboration.

Find out more at: 
indooragtechnyc.com
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EXHIBITORS

Advanced Potash Technologies (APT) is a mining-meets-agriculture company that is aiming to disrupt the  
$20bn global potassium fertilizer market via a novel hydrothermal process developed at MIT. APT’s product 
is chloride-free, involves no by-product or waste generation, is microbiota friendly, and can be produced  
globally from earth-abundant materials. 

AEssenseGrows, an agtech company based in Silicon Valley, provides automated scalable aeroponic platforms 
for high-yield plant production with precision software controlled SmartFarm Intelligence, empowering growers 
to optimize highly profitable indoor crop production year-round.

DroneDeploy is the leading cloud software platform for commercial drones and is making the power of  
aerial data accessible and productive for everyone. DroneDeploy is transforming the way businesses leverage 
drones and aerial data across industries, including agriculture, construction, mining, inspection, and surveying. 
Simple by design, DroneDeploy enables professional-grade imagery and analysis and 3D modelling.

FieldIn is an end-to-end pest management software solution for professional growers of specialty crops.  
It helps growers and large grower organizations save money on more efficient crop protection practices, 
reducing overall use of pesticides and eliminating spray mistakes. Data clarity on every acre. 

Hortau is a leader in wireless, web-based irrigation management systems. Its patented irrigation management 
solutions help growers detect plant stress using soil tension, ensuring optimal crop growth while reducing water 
use, energy consumption and environmental impact. 

Sagentia is a global science, product and technology development company. Its mission is to help companies 
maximise the value of their investments in R&D. It partners with clients in agri-tech, consumer, industrial and 
medical sectors to help them understand the technology and market landscape, decide their future strategy, 
solve the complex science and technology challenges and deliver commercially successful products. 

TracMap is a proven system from Australia that guarantees improved operational accuracy for High Value Food 
crops. It comprises a cloud-based job management system linked to dedicated in cab hardware which gets 
tractors and machines in the correct blocks, treating all rows with no mistakes, and electronically capturing the 
results. 

WaterBit, an Autonomous Irrigation Solution (AIS) enables control of local irrigation, taking into account  
plant stage, soil conditions and weather at a level of granularity and accuracy that is not possible with current 
methods. WaterBit translates technology into tangible value for growers to improve yields, optimize water  
usage and implement labor saving strategies.

WiseConn is developing a technology to measure and control water and other fluids in areas such as agriculture, 
mining and hydrology. The platform consists of wireless hardware installed on the field and software that is 
accessible through the internet, allowing users to view their processes in real time to make informed decisions. 

MARKETING AND MEDIA PARTNERS

worldagritechusa.com
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SEE YOU IN

LONDON

For information on partnerships and 
exhibiting opportunities, please contact: 

Glen Pearce

Senior Business Development Manager
+44 1273 789989
glen.pearce@rethinkevents.com 

SUPPORTED BY

INNOVATION SUMMIT
London, October 16-17, 2018 Lo n d o n , O c t o b e r  1 8 - 1 9 , 2 0 1 8


