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Cambridge Consultants, in collaboration with its sister company Synapse, creates and delivers breakthrough products 
and services for clients worldwide. In the agri-tech sector it uses the skills and experience of 700 engineers, scientists, 
mathematicians and designers to de-risk and commercialize novel technologies with the ability to improve yields, reduce costs 
and improve harvesting efficiencies.

Dow AgroSciences discovers, develops, and brings to market crop protection and plant biotechnology solutions for the growing 
world. In 1989, The Dow Chemical Company entered a joint venture with the Elanco Plant Sciences business of Eli Lilly and 
Company to form DowElanco. In 1997, The Dow Chemical Company acquired 100 percent ownership of the business and 
renamed it Dow AgroSciences. Based in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, Dow AgroSciences is a wholly owned subsidiary of The Dow 
Chemical Company and had annual global sales of $7.3 billion in 2014. 

Conservis is changing the business of farming. Based in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Conservis responded to farmers needing a real-
time view of activities, inventories and deliveries. Conservis connects this information with other systems so farmers have the 
data to make stronger decisions from planning to production to marketing.

Cambridge Consultants

Dow AgroSciences

Conservis

Bayer is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science companies in the areas of seeds, crop protection and non-agricultural 
pest control. Bayer offers an outstanding range of products including high value seeds, innovative crop protection solutions 
based on chemical and biological modes of action, as well as an extensive service backup for modern, sustainable agriculture. 
In the area of non-agricultural applications, the company has a broad portfolio of products and services to control pests from 
home and garden to forestry applications. Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the Life Science fields of health 
care and agriculture. Its vision includes collaborating and investing with others to deliver new innovations to growers in order 
to enhance yields necessary to provide access to safe and affordable food for this growing population. As an innovation led 
company, it believes fresh approaches and technologies will be critical to meeting the challenges of tomorrow.

Bayer
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Welcome to the World Agri-Tech Innovation  

Summit in San Francisco

The goal of the World Agri-Tech Innovation series, now in its fifth year, is to accelerate the transition of technology from the 
laboratory to the field by connecting entrepreneurs with partners, investors, accelerators and growers. 

This year’s theme is “Breakthrough Applications and Business Models for Sustainable Farming” and we look forward to two days of 
disruptive thinking on the potential of AI, robotics, gene editing and microbial solutions to transform the efficiency and resiliency of 
our farming systems.

Roundtable discussion groups, our networking drinks reception and the ability to arrange 1-1 meetings during the summit create 
extensive opportunities to connect with new partners and we encourage everyone to participate. The Rethink team will be available 
throughout the summit if you need assistance with meetings or to facilitate introductions.

I would particularly like to thank our sponsors and exhibitors for their support for this summit, and the fifteen exciting young 
technology companies who we look forward to hearing from in our innovation showcase sessions.  

This year, for the first time, one of the presenting companies will be the winner of the World Agri-Tech Demo Day, to which we invited 
the 12 most exciting seed-stage companies to pitch.  All 12 of the short-listed companies will be here at the summit.

Also new for this year is our workshop: Access Latin America. If you are interested in accessing emerging opportunities in Argentina, 
Brazil and Mexico, this is an unrivalled opportunity to meet government officials, growers, investors, accelerators and technology 
partners from the region.

As we look ahead to next year, and to our sister summit in London, please take the time to share with us your thoughts, feedback 
and suggestions. Your input is essential to ensure we continue to build engaging and informative events that are of real value to your 
business.

I hope you have a great summit.

Jennie Moss
Founder & Managing Director



DuPont Pioneer is the world’s leading developer and supplier of advanced plant genetics, providing high-quality seeds to 
farmers in more than 90 countries. Pioneer provides agronomic support and services to help increase farmer productivity and 
profitability and strives to develop sustainable agricultural systems for people everywhere. Science with Service Delivering 
Success®.

DuPont Pioneer

Farmers Edge is a global leader in precision agriculture and independent data management solutions. Combining hardware, 
software, agronomy, and support, Farmers Edge provides growers with the right data to make informed farm management 
decisions that maximize productivity and profitability. Originating in Manitoba, Farmers Edge is now active in five countries 
across the globe and has received national recognition for its agricultural innovations and commitment to global sustainability.

Farmers Edge

Powered by 30 years of industry experience, GEOSYS provides real-time data, analysis and insights needed to make more 
informed decisions using the latest research in agronomics, information technologies and satellite imagery. Products range 
from worldwide risk management and supply monitoring of agricultural commodities to input sales and precision farming 
support. GEOSYS also develops highly customized business solutions for large, multinational agricultural companies. With global 
headquarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota, GEOSYS has offices in North America, Europe, Australia and Brazil.

GeoSys

Iteris is a leader in providing weather information solutions. Its innovative precision ag decision-support system, ClearAg™, 
leverages a data delivery platform to enable agribusinesses to ingest specific, actionable, high-resolution weather, crop and soil 
information for data-driven farming. Iteris’ ClearAg™ API platform takes field-specific weather and combines it with the science of 
soil and agronomy to deliver the right information, for the right field, at the right time for the right decisions.

Iteris

Land O’Lakes, one of America’s premier agribusiness and food companies, is a member-owned cooperative with industry-
leading operations that span the spectrum from agricultural production to consumer foods. With 2016 annual sales of $13 billion, 
Land O’Lakes is one of the nation’s largest cooperatives, ranking 215 on the Fortune 500. Building on a legacy of more than 
95 years of operation, Land O’Lakes today operates some of the most respected brands in agribusiness and food production 
including LAND O LAKES® Dairy Foods, Purina Animal Nutrition, WinField United and Land O’Lakes SUSTAIN®.

Land O’Lakes

Monsanto is committed to bringing a broad range of solutions to help nourish our growing world. It produces seeds for fruits, 
vegetables and key crops – such as corn, soybeans and cotton – that help farmers have better harvests while using water 
and other important resources more efficiently. Monsanto works to find sustainable solutions for soil health, helps farmers use 
data to improve farming practices and conserve natural resources, and provides crop protection products to minimize damage 
from pests and disease. Through programs and partnerships, the company collaborates with farmers, researchers, nonprofit 
organizations, universities and others to help tackle some of the world’s biggest challenges.

Monsanto

Morrison & Foerster’s AgTech + Food Industry attorneys deliver strategic solutions to feed a rapidly growing global population. 
The company’s practice brings together the vital areas of law that clients in the agribusiness, agriculture, AgTech and food 
industries require, providing strategy and legal counsel in the areas of mergers and acquisitions, venture and commercial 
finance, technology transactions, regulatory compliance, privacy and data security, product liability, litigation and dispute 
resolution. Its Plant IP group is the global leader in multinational IP protection related to agricultural products and equipment. 
Morrison & Foerster helps agriculture and agribusiness companies, in addition to lenders and investors in agribusiness.

Morrison Foerster

WinField United is a seed and crop protection business serving nearly 1,300 independently owned and operated agricultural 
retailers that operate thousands of retail locations across the United States. Through its recognized portfolios of agricultural 
products, services and agricultural expertise delivered under the WinField® and United Suppliers® brands, the business supports 
retailers in helping farmers achieve high levels of success in the field. WinField United is focused on delivering agronomic 
excellence, grounded in the best data, with insights developed and delivered through the best technology. 

WinField

Inocucor Technologies develops sustainable biological products targeting the phyto-microbiome — the seeds, plants, root 
systems and the soil surrounding them. It uses a proprietary fermentation process to combine multi-strains of bacteria and 
yeasts into powerful soil and plant boosters that naturally improve crop yields, shorten growing periods and create healthier 
soils for farmers and greenhouse growers in Canada and the U.S. Its first product Synergro™ improves yields in high-value 
produce, such as strawberries, tomatoes, lettuce and broccoli. Its second product, Synergro Free™ and future generations of 
Inocucor products are powerful biological formulations for bio-stimulation, bio-fertility and bio-control for production agriculture 
crops, including soybean, corn and wheat. 

Inocucor Technologies



Avrio Capital invests in innovative food and agriculture companies that provide solutions to global challenges in the areas of 
health, wellness and sustainability. Avrio Capital is an active investor that works alongside its portfolio companies to provide the 
support and resources needed to transform emerging companies into successful globally competitive enterprises.

Avrio Capital

Benson Hill Biosystems is an agriculture company focused on improving crop performance using big data analytics and plant 
genomics. It partners with organizations to empower innovation and accelerate research and product development without 
major infrastructure costs or distraction from its core businesses. Our platform, CropOS™, is a computational engine that uses 
machine learning and biological know-how to provide decision support for a range of desired crop improvement outcomes – 
whether for higher yield, enhanced nutrition, or resource use efficiency. This is accomplished using a spectrum of approaches 
from biotech-based traits to breeding and genome editing.

Benson Hill Biosystems

Caribou is a developer of cellular engineering and analysis solutions based on CRISPR technologies. The company was founded 
by pioneers of CRISPR/Cas9 biology based on research carried out in the Doudna Laboratory at the University of California, 
Berkeley. Caribou’s tools and technologies provide transformative capabilities to therapeutic development, agricultural 
biotechnology, industrial biotechnology, and basic and applied biological research. 

Caribou Biosciences

®

®

Indigo utilizes in-plant microbes to optimize crop health and productivity, helping farmers sustainably feed the planet. Indigo has 
tested microbes on more than ten crops across three continents, with trials consistently showing yield increases under target 
stress conditions. The company’s first commercial products, Indigo™ Cotton and Indigo™ Wheat, improve water use efficiency. 
Indigo has closed $156 million in funding and is headquartered in Boston, with a commercial and customer service base in 
Memphis. 

Indigo

Planet designs, builds and operates the world’s largest constellation of Earth-imaging satellites. Planet’s mission is to image the 
entire Earth, every day, and make global change visible, accessible, and actionable. See change. Change the world. 

Planet

Pontifax AgTech is a growth capital investor in food and agriculture technology. The Fund invests globally in businesses that 
improve agricultural productivity, resource efficiency, health and nutrition and the industry supply chain. Pontifax AgTech will 
concentrate its activities in the US and Israel, where the Fund has a leading market position, attractive deal flow and established 
strategic partners. Pontifax AgTech is the first AgTech and fifth life sciences fund of Pontifax Group, Israel’s foremost life sciences 
investor.

Pontifax AgTech

The Agri-Tech Organisation at the UK Department for International Trade (DIT) is the first port of call for overseas companies 
looking for investment opportunities in the UK and for UK-based companies seeking assistance to expand their international 
business. The organisation champions the role of agri-tech in strengthening agri-business success in both UK exports and 
investment, and helping drive sustainable intensification of agriculture to provide global access to sufficient, safe, healthy food.

Department for International Trade

Driscoll’s is the global market leader of fresh strawberries, blueberries, raspberries and blackberries. With more than 100 years 
of farming heritage and hundreds of independent growers around the world, Driscoll’s is passionate about growing great tasting 
berries. Driscoll’s exclusive patented berry varieties are developed through years of research using only natural breeding 
methods – no GMOs. Driscoll’s is the trusted brand for Only the Finest Berries ™

Driscoll’s

Silver Partners:

Country Partner:



Agenda

9:15

Global Leaders Debate: Driving Forward Change in the Agri-Food Continuum

• As external pressures around sustainability, consumer trends and the changing diet of the emerging middle class takes 
centre stage, how are these demands driving change at the farm level? 

• What technologies are needed to provide solutions for these new demands and where are the opportunities to 
collaborate and build a bridge between silos in the food value chain? 

Session Chair:  

George Bilicic, Vice Chairman, LAZARD FRÈRES, USA 

Speakers:

Jim Blome, CEO & President, BAYER CROPSCIENCE, USA
Ismael Roig, SVP & CSO, Head of Strategy, ADM, USA
Mike Vande Logt, EVP & COO, WINFIELD SOLUTIONS, USA

10:00

How are Powerful Predictive Analytics & Forecasting Creating a New Paradigm in Smart 

Sustainable Agricultural Supply Chains? 

• Powerful predictive and forecasting analytics have the potential to transform the food and agriculture industries: What 
disruptions are we seeing across the value chain? 

• How is this information being used to monitor harvests and relate to growers, as well as deliver fresh insights, such as 
responsible sourcing, across the supply chain?

Session Chair:

Stefani Millie Grant, External Affairs & Sustainability, UNILEVER & Chair, FIELD TO MARKET, USA

Speakers:

Hector Fernandez, Vice President, Corporate FP&A, CARGILL, USA
Dave Gebhardt, Global Director, Strategic Partnerships, GEOSYS, USA
Mark Johnson, CEO, DESCARTES LABS, USA 
Pat Christie, Founder, CONSERVIS, USA

8:45

Welcome to the 2017 Rethink World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit

Speaker:

Jennie Moss, Founder and Managing Director, RETHINK EVENTS, UK

9:00

Keynote: The Future of Farming: Opportunities & Challenges for US Agriculture 2017 and Beyond

Speaker:

Kip Tom, CEO, TOM FARMS, USA

11:15

Blockchains In Agriculture – A Game Changer?

Speaker:

Bob Sutor, VP Solutions & Mathematical Sciences, IBM RESEARCH, USA

DAY ONE MARCH 28, 2017

Platinum Partner:

10:45 Networking Coffee Break     Hosted by:  

  
accelerating agtech innovation
Radicle



Agenda

11:35

The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Technology Innovators Present Seven-Minute 

Snapshots of their Solutions

Shark Investor Panel:

Gideon Soesman, Co-Founder & Managing Partner, GREENSOIL INVESTMENTS, ISRAEL
Mark Cupta, Principal, PRELUDE VENTURES, USA
Jacob Traverse, Executive Director, AgTech, ALEXANDRIA REAL ESTATE EQUITIES/AGTECH ACCELERATOR, USA

Presenting Companies:

Antoine Hubert, CEO, YNSECT, FRANCE
Jorge Heraud, CEO, BLUE RIVER TECHNOLOGY, USA
Jim Brandle, CEO, PLATFORM GENETICS, CANADA
Karin Wehlin, CEO, BOMILL, SWEDEN
Andy Renz, VP Business Development, VESTARON CORPORATION, USA

12:30

Networking Round Tables 

Delegates will break into round table discussion groups, each focused on a business-critical issue within agri-tech and 
hosted by an industry leader – bring lots of business cards!

Table Host Topic

1 Ole Peters, BAYER Smart Machines & Smarter Models: Barriers to interpreting 
machine data to improve on farm efficiencies and drive profits.

2 Almir Araujo Silva, AGROSTART/BASF Latin America: Accelerating agtech innovation in Latin 
America. 

3 Hector Fernandez, CARGILL Alternative Protein & Animal Feed: Opportunities for 
innovation in animal feed.

4 Tom Green, SPEARHEAD INTERNATIONAL Supply Chain Disruption: Where will new technology create 
the greatest disruption in the agricultural supply chain?

5 Teddy Bekele, WINFIELD AT LAND O’ LAKES Consumer Driven Change: How are shifting consumer 
preferences reshaping the future of agriculture and farming?

6 Steve Webb, DOW AGROSCIENCES Corporate/Start-Up Intersection: Partnerships and models to 
meet market demand through external innovation. 

7 Bob Sutor, IBM RESEARCH Blockchain Technology: What does the industry need to be 
ready for?

8 Aki Georgacacos, AVRIO CAPITAL Growing Your Business: What are the most successful 
strategies for growing distribution networks in ag? 

9 Dave Sterry, DRISCOLLS Next Gen Plant Technologies & Crops: Where will new 
technologies add the greatest value in food and agriculture? 
What are the trends and what does the market want?

10 Neal Gutterson, DUPONT PIONEER Gene Editing: What lessons have we learned so far in editing 
plants?

11 Louisa Burwood-Taylor, AGFUNDER NEWS Animal Health: Innovation and investments in animal health.

12 Phil Erlanger, PONTIFAX AGTECH Onfarm Adoption: Building collaboration with growers in 
agriculture technology adoption.

13 Jacob Traverse, ALEXANDRIA REAL ESTATE 
EQUITIES/AGTECH ACCELERATOR

The Innovation Ecosystem: How are successful hubs 
attracting investment and strategic partnerships to drive 
forward growth? 

14 Kip Tom, TOM FARMS Future Farms: How will we be farming tomorrow? What is the 
potential vs the reality? 

15 Robert Berendes, A-CONNECT Mega Mergers: Where will the next wave of value come from 
for major agribusiness? How can companies differentiate 
against a backdrop of consolidation? 



16 Stefani Millie Grant, UNILEVER Food Companies & Downstream Investments: What role 
should food companies have in facilitating and financing on 
farm adoption of innovative technologies?

17 Jim Loar, COOL PLANET Soil Health & Innovation: What will the future value chain 
look like?

18 Mark Young, CLIMATE CORPORATION Realizing Innovation in Agriculture: What are the barriers to 
creating sustainable businesses from new ag innovations?

19 Kyle Dooley, CNH INDUSTRIAL Autonomous Vehicles and Robotics: Is this the next game 
changer in agriculture? 

20 Michael Toto, VERIZON IOT & Next Gen Business Models: What could be the next 
generation of business models and services in Ag? 

1:15 Networking Lunch Break     Hosted by:

2:15

Exploring the Abundant Potential of Gene Editing Applications for Agriculture and a Healthy  

Food Supply 

Speaker:

Neal Gutterson, Vice President, Research and Development, DUPONT PIONEER, USA

3:15

How are Machine Learning & Big Data Driving Progress in Indoor Agriculture?

Speaker:

Nate Storey, Co-Founder & Chief Science Officer, PLENTY, USA

2:30

CRISPR & Crops: A Whole Value Chain Perspective

• Gene Editing/CRISPR opens the doors to all kinds of potential food production improvements. How is the technology 
currently being applied and how are retailers, farming co-operatives, growers and technology developers looking at the 
opportunities and challenges?

• Technology adoption will ultimately be driven by consumer acceptance, so how is the industry looking to develop an 
effective dialogue with consumers? How can the industry gain a “social license” to apply gene-editing technologies to 
food production? 

Session Chair:

Terry Fleck, Executive Director, THE CENTRE FOR FOOD INTEGRITY, USA

Speakers:

Vonnie Estes, Vice President of Business Development, CARIBOU, USA
Craig Wilson, Vice President, QA & Food Safety, COSTCO WHOLESALE, USA
David Darr, GM of Farm Services and VP of Sustainability, DAIRY FARMERS OF AMERICA, USA
Haven Baker, Vice President Plant Sciences, SIMPLOT, USA
Dave Sterry, SVP, Global R&D, DRISCOLLS, USA

3:30 Networking Coffee Break     Hosted by:  

  

Platinum Partner:



6:00 Networking Drinks Reception 

4:00

The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Technology Innovators Present Seven-Minute 

Snapshots of their Solutions

Shark Investor Panel:

Gideon Soesman, Co-Founder & Managing Partner, GREENSOIL INVESTMENTS, ISRAEL
Mark Cupta, Principal, PRELUDE VENTURES, USA
Jacob Traverse, Executive Director AgTech, ALEXANDRIA REAL ESTATE EQUITIES/AGTECH ACCELERATOR, USA

Presenting Companies:

Diane Wu, Co-Founder, TRACE GENOMICS, USA
Allison Kopf, Founder & CEO, AGRILYST, USA
Gregg Steinberg, CEO & Director, GROWCENTIA, USA
Liron Brish, CEO, FARM DOG, ISRAEL

Plus: A Presentation by the Winner of the 2017 World Agri-Tech Demo Day 

5:00

Investor Panel: Where is the Next Big Disruption in Ag & Why Isn’t It Here Yet?

• Where are the true differentiators and which technology companies are achieving scale and scope? 
• What returns do we need to see to continue sustained growth in the future? 
• Global investments in agtech are gathering pace, but how long will this pattern be sustained over the next four years with 

the commodity price downturn? 
• Where is the capital going to come from as agtech transitions towards B & C stage rounds? 
• Does the industry see an IPO in agtech coming soon and where will we see major consolidation? 

Session Chair:

Susan Mac Cormac, Partner, MORRISON & FOERSTER, USA

Speakers:

Kirk Haney, CEO & Managing Partner, RADICLE, USA
Andy Ziolkowski, Managing Director, CULTIVIAN SANDBOX VENTURES, USA
Aki Georgacacos, Co-founder and Managing Partner, AVRIO CAPITAL, CANADA
Brook Porter, Partner, KPCB, USA
Ignacio Martinez, Partner, FLAGSHIP PIONEERING, USA

5:45

Evening Keynote: We See a New Agriculture: Hi-Tech Farming in Latin America

Speaker:

Gustavo Grobocopatal, President, GRUPO LOS GROBO, ARGENTINA 

Agenda



9:45

The World Agri-Tech Innovation Showcase: Technology Innovators Present Seven-Minute 

Snapshots of their Solutions

Shark Investor Panel:

Mark Cupta, Principal, PRELUDE VENTURES, USA
Jacob Traverse, Executive Director AgTech, ALEXANDRIA REAL ESTATE EQUITIES/AGTECH ACCELERATOR, USA
Scott Horner, Managing Director, MIDDLELAND CAPITAL, USA

Presenting Companies:

Xuemei Germaine, Founder & CEO, MICROGEN BIOTECH, IRELAND
Ashish Malik, CEO & President, BEE VECTORING TECHNOLOGY, USA
Jerry Feitelson, CEO, AGRIBODY, USA
Martha Montoya, CEO, AG TOOLS, USA
Jeff Orrey, CEO, GEOVISUAL ANALYTICS, USA

9:00

The New Face of Innovation & Commercialising R&D 

• As global agribusinesses ride the wave of consolidation and the commodity down turn, how are they looking to strike a 
balance between integrating and leveraging core technology platforms and diversifying to new ones? 

• To what extent are agribusinesses accelerating their external innovation and licencing partnerships? After consolidation, 
who will become the ultimate customers, how will the balance of power shift?

• How are smaller companies re-writing the model for accelerating R&D to the field using cheaper faster methods? 
• How are new tools in plant genomics and cloud biology empowering smaller companies, and what collaborations are 

helping to level the playing field to deliver beneficial solutions to growers? 

Session Chair:

Adam Anders, Managing Partner, ANTERRA CAPITAL, NETHERLANDS

Speakers:

Sam Eathington, Chief Scientist, THE CLIMATE CORPORATION, USA
Steve Webb, R&D Director, DOW AGROSCIENCES, USA 
Matthew B. Crisp, CEO, BENSON HILL BIOSYSTEMS, USA
Zach Serber, CSO & VP of Development, ZYMERGEN, USA
David Perry, CEO & Director, INDIGO, USA

11:15

Delivering the Future Farm

• In the current commodity downturn, which technologies present an opportunity to growers?
• How can technologies be stacked to offer complete solutions to growers? Is there a need for a digital platform leader? 
• What are the right networks that will enable the IoT in agriculture? Where does the telecommunications industry see an 

opportunity in this space? 
• To what extent could advances in AI and robotics bridge the gap in future labour shortages?

Session Chair:

John Hamer, Managing Director, MONSANTO GROWTH VENTURES, USA

Speakers:

Niall Mottram, Head of Product Development, Industrial & Energy, CAMBRIDGE CONSULTANTS, UK 
Wade Barnes, CEO, FARMERS EDGE, USA
Adam Kell, Partner, COMET LABS, USA
Michael Toto, Global Director of Strategic planning for IoT, VERIZON, USA 
Kyle Dooley, Leader, Data Analytics and Services, CNH INDUSTRIAL, USA

Platinum Partner:DAY TWO MARCH 29, 2017

10:45 Networking Coffee Break    

Agenda

DAY TWO MARCH 29, 2017

Platinum Partner:



play through fi nancial contributions and hands-on 

the Bayer Cross are registered trademarks of Bayer. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit 

12:30 Networking Lunch Break     Hosted by:

1:30

The Future of Soil Health & the Plant Microbiome   

• Where will soil health be in 10 years’ time? What investment is going on below the ground? Which technologies are going 
to move the needle in terms of increased yield, water use and sustainability and which companies are delivering a truly 
game changing platform? 

• How are major corporates planning to sell new microbial solutions and what does this mean for the future value chain? 
How are microbial species being stacked to deliver value?

• What products are already going to the customer and what solutions are growers interested in buying - how does this 
process currently work? 

• How can smaller companies collaborate with major corporates, what partnerships is the industry looking to form? 

Session Chair:

William Buckner, CEO & President, NOBLE FOUNDATION, USA

Speakers:

Don Marvin, President & CEO, INOCUCOR, USA
Scott Uknes, Co-CEO, AGBIOME, USA
Jeff Keiser, VP Strategic Sales & Marketing, ITERIS, USA
Brian Hefty, CEO, HEFTY SEED COMPANY, USA

2:15

Investment Models & Partnerships for Accelerating On-Farm 

Commercialization

• How are new partnership and accelerator models helping companies get onto 
the farm early? 

• Can business models that share risk and reward with the farmer encourage on-
farm adoption and enable technologies to reach scale faster? 

• How do we see procurement and distribution channels changing? What 
disruptions are on the horizon that could overcome some of the hurdles to 
channel access? 

• How are public farm-side investments approaching these challenges? Where are 
the greatest opportunities for collaboration between entrepreneurs, farmers and 
investors?

Session Chair:

Arama Kukutai, Co-Founder & Partner, FINISTERE VENTURES, USA

Speakers:

Philip Erlanger, Managing Partner & Co-Founder, PONTIFAX AGTECH, USA
Ole Peters, Head of Digital Farming Technology, BAYER, GERMANY
Amol Deshpande, CEO & Co-Founder, FARMERS BUSINESS NETWORK, USA
Joe MacIlvane, former President, WONDERFUL ORCHARD, USA
Tom Green, Executive Chairman, SPEARHEAD INTERNATIONAL, UK

3:00 Plenary Sessions Close

3:00 
— 

5:30

Access Latin America

A workshop for delegates to discover new opportunities in Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, and to meet government 
officials, growers, investors, accelerators and technology partners from the region.

This is a separately bookable event: Please visit the registration desk if you would like to attend

12:00

The Frontiers of Satellite Imagery and AI for Precision Viticulture

Speaker:

Adam Irrer, Manager of Wine & Grape Supply, E&J GALLO WINERY, USA

12:15
Awards Presentation

The votes are in and counted: It’s time to find out the winners of the 2017 World Agri-Tech Awards



SCIENCE FOR

A BETTER LIFE
Finding solutions to some of the world’s most urgent challenges

INVESTING
$1 billion annually in research and development

INNOVATION
Advancing agriculture through innovation

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Supporting communities where we live, work and 
play through fi nancial contributions and hands-on 
philanthropic efforts

INVESTED IN 

INNOVATION.

LEARN MORE AT

www.CropScience.Bayer.us

FOLLOW US

@Bayer4CropsUS

© 2017 Bayer CropScience LP, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. Always read and follow label instructions. Bayer and 
the Bayer Cross are registered trademarks of Bayer. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit 
our website at www.CropScience.Bayer.us.



Maximize your networking potential at the World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit, by taking 
advantage of our 1:1 meeting service.

meetings.worldagritechusa.com

Pre-arrange meetings with your most important contacts and form new business 
partnerships at the summit by logging in and viewing the profiles of other key delegates, 
then get in touch with those that you would like to meet.

We recommend that you log in to the site regularly to request and accept meetings to 
maximize your networking opportunities and experience at the summit.

Tables are located in the following rooms:
Tables 1- 8, San Ramon 
Tables 9-12, Marina Del Rey
Tables 13-16, Monterey 
Tables 17-20, Santa Barbara
Tables 21-24, Santa Clara

For help managing your schedule, please visit our helpdesk. 

1:1 Meeting Service

Exhibition  

Floorplan



We are delighted to announce the 2017 World Agri-Tech Awards, which will be 
presented at 12:15pm, on Wednesday March 29. Three awards will be presented to 
technology companies showcased during the summit:

Disruptive Innovation Award 2017

For the technology company with the most disruptive solution

Market Strategy Award 2017

For the technology company with the best go-to-market strategy

Best Newcomer Award 2017

The Best Newcomer Award will be presented to the winner of the Pre-Summit 
Demo Day

Vote for your winners in the first two categories after hearing all 14 companies 
present in the Innovation Showcase sessions. Complete your voting card and place 
it in the box on the registration desk. 

Voting will close at 11.15am on Wednesday March 29

World Agri-Tech Awards 2017

Follow Us
#worldagritech
@worldagritech
 

WIFI
Network: World Agri-Tech Innovation Summit 
Password: agri2017







 Adam Anders
Managing Partner 

ANTERRA CAPITAL, NETHERLANDS

Adam is the Managing Partner of Anterra Capital, an independent growth 
capital fund that invests in fast growing companies that transform the way 
food is produced, moved and consumed. Adam has over 14 years private 

equity and venture capital experience. Earlier in his career Adam worked as a management 
consultant with Bain & Co.

George Bilicic
Vice Chairman 

LAZARD FRÈRES, USA

George heads Lazard’s Midwest investment banking business, global efforts 
in agribusiness and global efforts in power, energy and infrastructure. 
He also serves on the Firm’s Investment Banking Committee and Deputy 

Chairman Committee. Other than his time at KKR, George has been at Lazard since 2002. 
Previously, he had been a Partner in the law firm of Cravath, Swaine & Moore followed by a period 
as a Managing Director in the M&A department of Merrill Lynch.

William Buckner
CEO & President 

NOBLE FOUNDATION, USA

Bill serves as President and CEO of The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, 
Inc., an independent, nonprofit institute headquartered in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma. Bill joined the Noble Foundation in January 2012 after serving as 

President and CEO of Bayer CropScience, LP. He currently serves on the boards of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation, Wilbur-Ellis Company, Mercy Hospital, Farm Foundation and the Soil 
Health Institute.

Matt Barnard
CEO 

PLENTY, USA

Matt built his career leading teams to innovate quickly and achieve complex 
milestones at scale. These teams designed and deployed over $1B of 
sophisticated technology infrastructure. A 6th generation farmer, Matt 

earned a Masters in Science from the Stanford GSB, and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from 
Northwestern University.

Jim Brandle
CEO 

PLATFORM GENETICS, CANADA

Jim is CEO of Vineland Research and Innovation Centre, a position he 
assumed in 2007 with the organization’s start-up. He is also the CEO of 
Platform Genetics – a spin-off company of Vineland Research and Innovation 

Centre. Jim leads a team of research scientists in consumer and sensory research, horticultural 
and greenhouse production systems and applied genomics. Under his direction, Vineland has 
emerged as a leading centre for innovation in Canada.

Matthew B. Crisp
CEO 

BENSON HILL BIOSYSTEMS, USA

Matt is an accomplished executive with a strong background in the rapid 
growth and early commercialization phases of technology companies. 
Prior to co-founding Benson Hill, he was President of the AgBio Division at 

Intrexon Corporation (NYSE:XON), a leading synthetic biology company. Prior to formally joining 
Intrexon, Matt was a Managing Director at Third Security, a globally recognized life sciences-
focused venture capital firm, where he led the firm’s west coast operations until 2011.

David Darr
General Manager of Farm Services and Vice President of 

Sustainability 

DAIRY FARMERS OF AMERICA, USA

David came to DFA in 2001 to work in the areas of economic analysis and 
market research. In 2008, he assumed responsibility for sustainability 

initiatives at DFA, including internal efforts, customer programs related to sustainability and 
DFA’s Gold Standard Dairy Program. David continues to work on sustainability initiatives, and also 
oversees operations of DFA’s Farm Services division, including DFA Farm Supplies, DFA Financing 
and DFA Insurance.

Haven Baker
Vice President Plant Sciences 

SIMPLOT, USA

Haven is the General Manager and Vice President of Plant Sciences at 
the J.R. Simplot Company, one of the largest privately held food and 
agribusiness companies in the country, with annual sales of approximately 

$6 billion. In his capacity, Haven is responsible for identifying and commercializing new 
agricultural technologies. Haven has significant experience at the intersection of technology and 
business.

Jim Blome
CEO & President 

BAYER CROPSCIENCE, USA

Jim is the President for Bayer and the Head of Crop Protection for the North 
American region. Jim brings more than 30 years of leadership experience 
in agriculture and is located in the Crop Science division’s North American 

headquarters in Research Triangle Park, NC.Outside of Bayer, Jim serves as Founding Chairman of 
the Board for US Farming & Ranching Foundation, Chairman of Inocucor Technologies, Vice-Chair 
of CropLife America and Chairman of the National Wild Turkey Federation Foundation. 

Pat Christie
Founder 

CONSERVIS, USA

Pat has over 20 years of experience in technology development and 
consulting. Prior to Conservis, he was Executive Vice President of WAM!NET 
and helped deliver over $1.6 billion of network services under contract with 

the U.S. Navy. He was also President of Cybernet Systems, a highly profitable technical systems 
integration firm that generated over $6 million in the USA.

Wade Barnes
CEO 

FARMERS EDGE, USA

As one of the foremost agronomists in North America, Wade is a pioneer in 
the Precision Agriculture movement. Raised as a grower in rural Manitoba, 
Canada, Wade founded Farmers Edge in 2005 and over the last decade has 

expanded both the company and the range of grower-based solutions Farmers Edge offers to 
encompass four continents and five countries. Wade is focused on increasing sustainable farm 
yields to feed the world’s 9B by 2050.

Liron Brish
CEO 

FARM DOG, ISRAEL

Liron is the CEO and Co-Founder of Farm Dog, a company developing 
precision agriculture solutions for pest and disease management. Prior to 
founding Farm Dog, Liron spent several years at McKinsey & Co. in New York 

and Israel where he focused on high-tech strategy and post-harvest management. Liron is also a 
partner in award-winning farm-to-fork restaurants in Texas and was previously a co-founder of a 
drone start-up.

Mark Cupta
Principle 

PRELUDE VENTURES, USA

Mark is a Principal with Prelude Ventures. Additionally, he has a MS in 
Chemical Engineering from Georgia Tech, with a focus on materials science, 
as well as operational experience in Fortune 500 and early stage companies. 

He sits on the board of Citrine Informatics and Benson Hill, and actively manages the firm’s 
investments in Arvegenix, MineSense, Pivot Bio, PLANT PV, polySpectra, Project Frog, and Renew 
Financial.

Amol Deshpande
Co-Founder & CEO 

FARMERS BUSINESS NETWORK, USA

Amol is CEO and Co-Founder of FBN and has a passion for helping feed the 
world and helping farmers. Amol has spent the better part of his career in 
and around agriculture at start-up companies, large companies, such as 

Cargill, and most recently as a partner at Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers. Amol has a chemical 
engineering degree from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an MBA from Cornell, 
where he was a Park Fellow.
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Kyle Dooley
Leader, Data Analytic and Services 

CNH INDUSTRIAL, USA

Kyle currently leads Data Analytics and Services for CNH Industrial, based 
in the Chicago suburbs. Originally from Nova Scotia, Canada, Kyle ’s work 
adventures bring him to farms around the world. His career spans more than 

18 years in global agricultural, construction, emergency, and motorsport vehicle design, as well as 
consumer, industrial, and medical devices. 

Jerry Feitelson
CEO 

AGRIBODY, USA

Jerry is the Co-Founder & CEO of Agribody Technologies. He was CSO of 
Global Clean Energy Holdings & Sustainable Oils; Manager of Business 
Development, IP & Alliances at Beckman Coulter; VP of Technology and 

Business Development at GenWay Biotech; and Research Director at Akkadix. At Mycogen, 
his group discovered most of the B.t. toxin genes. He was a Senior Research Microbiologist at 
American Cyanamid and Adjunct Professor at Rutgers University. 

Hector Fernandez
Vice President, Corporate FP&A 

CARGILL, USA

Hector leads Cargill’s Corporate Financial Planning & Analysis (CFP&A) team. 
Hector joined Cargill in 2013, serving in the global Strategy & Business 
Development (SBD) group. As a Managing Director, Hector led teams in a 

variety of M&A, Divestiture and Joint Venture opportunities. Prior to his time at Cargill, Hector held 
a variety of roles in fixed income trading and investment banking. 

Philip Erlanger
Managing Partner & Co-Founder 

PONTIFAX AGTECH, USA

Phil is Managing Partner and Co-Founder of Pontifax AgTech, a growth stage 
private equity firm focused on the food and agriculture technology space. He 
has more than 25 years of investing and advisory experience across a wide 

array of transactions, markets and industries, with expertise in agriculture technology investing, 
as well as private equity and financial institutions corporate finance, mergers & acquisitions and 
capital markets transactions of all kinds. 

Xuemei Germaine
Founder & CEO 

MICROGEN BIOTECH, IRELAND

Xuemei is the Founder & CEO of MicroGen Biotech – an Irish biotech 
startup company founded in 2012 that utilizes patented isolation and 
high-throughput screening methods to isolate functional, high-performance 

microbiomes for application in agricultural crop production and environmental remediation. 
Xuemei has a PhD degree in Environmental Biotechnology and has worked in Pfizer for 6 years.

Dave Gebhardt
Global Director Strategic Partnerships 

GEOSYS, USA

Dave holds the position of Global Director, Strategic Partnerships for 
GEOSYS. He has spent more than 25 years in the agriculture industry in 
various plant genetics, agronomy, and technology roles with companies such 

as Coors Brewing Company, DuPont Pioneer, GreenLeaf Genetics, WinField and FarmLink. Dave 
is responsible for growing the GEOSYS business by establishing new technical and commercial 
strategic partnerships and collaborations. 

Tom Green
Executive Chairman 

SPEARHEAD INTERNATIONAL, UK

Formerly General Manager at G’s Fresh and Managing Director of Greens 
of Soham, both leading UK agri-businesses, Tom was appointed CEO of 
Spearhead International in 2002. In October 2016 Tom was appointed as 

an Operating Director at PSP, stepping down from the CEO role at Spearhead. Tom continues to 
serve as a Non-Executive Director of Spearhead International and as Non-Executive Chairman of 
Greens of Soham.

John Hamer
Managing Director 

MONSANTO GROWTH VENTURES, USA

John is Managing Director for Monsanto Growth Ventures. Through 
investment and partnership, he encourages entrepreneurs and innovative 
start-up companies to take on the challenge of a more sustainable future 

for world food production. John has more than three decades experience in research, senior 
management and investment in the life sciences.

Sam Eathington
Chief Scientist 

THE CLIMATE CORPORATION, USA

Sam joined The Climate Corporation in December 2015 as Chief Scientist, 
where he leads the company’s R&D efforts in data science, measurements 
and field research. Prior to joining Climate, Sam led Monsanto’s Global Plant 

Breeding team, overseeing one of the largest and most integrated plant genetics programs in the 
world, comprised of nearly 2,000 people with plant breeding and testing locations in more than 
35 countries.

Vonnie Estes
VP Business Development 

CARIBOU BIOSCIENCES, USA

Vonnie is an accomplished executive with industry leadership and global 
experience in agribusiness and synthetic biology based businesses. 
Currently she is Vice President of Business Development at Caribou 

Biosciences. She is also a board director of Microvi Biotechnologies and a member of the Iteris 
ClearAg Advisory Council, the Advisory Board of Agile BioFoundry and the Biomass R&D Technical 
Advisory Committee at the US Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.

Terry Fleck
Executive Director 

THE CENTRE FOR FOOD INTEGRITY, USA

Terry, Executive Director of CFI since 2007, brings a wealth of experience 
from local, state, national and international levels in public relations, sales, 
international development and diplomacy, association leadership and 

policy. Located in Indianapolis, Indiana, Terry enjoys association work because it’s about people, 
principle and improving the common good. He enjoys serving others while building trust – making 
a difference that lasts.

Gustavo Grobocopatel
President 

GRUPO LOS GROBO, ARGENTINA

Gustavo is President of Grupo Los Grobo, Vice-President of Frontec, 
President of LIDE Agribusiness and Director of Bioceres S.A. He is a member 
of the Asociación Empresaria Argentina (AEA), the Argentine business 

association. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of Endeavor. He participates in the 
Economic and Social Council of the Universidad Di Tella, in the Advisory Council of the Don Cabral 
Foundation (Brazil) and the EGADE-TEC of Monterrey (Mexico).

Aki Georgacacos 
Co-Founder & Managing Director 

AVRIO CAPITAL, CANADA

Aki is a Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Avrio Capital and is responsible 
for overseeing the operations of the firm. With over 15 years of experience 
and as a member of the Board of over 25 portfolio companies, he has played 

an active role in all facets of strategic planning, corporate development, and overall shareholder 
value optimization of Avrio Capital’s portfolio investments. The firm is currently investing its fourth 
growth stage agri-business fund of C$110M. 

Neal Gutterson
Vice President, Research and Development 

DUPONT PIONEER, USA

Neal is Vice President, Research and Development (R&D), DuPont Pioneer, 
responsible for leading all R&D and product development functions to create 
innovative agricultural products, services and integrated solutions. Neal 

holds a Bachelor of Science in chemistry from Yale University and a doctorate in biochemistry 
from the University of California, Berkeley. He currently sits on the CIMMYT Board of Trustees 
where he is program committee chair.



Brian Hefty
CEO 

HEFTY SEED COMPANY, USA

Brian is a farmer and agronomist from Baltic, South Dakota. He is the CEO of 
Hefty Seed Company, one of the largest seed and crop protection retailers 
in the United States. Brian is also the co-host of Ag PhD TV and Radio. Ag 

PhD has aired a new, half-hour television show each week for 19 years, and is the most-watched 
agronomy program in the United States. The Ag PhD Radio Show airs each weekday on SiriusXM.

Jorge Heraud
CEO 

BLUE RIVER TECHNOLOGY, USA

Jorge is the Co-Founder and CEO of Blue River Technology and an 
accomplished professional in the areas of High-Tech and Precision 
Agriculture. Prior to Blue River, Jorge worked at Trimble Navigation for 14 

years as Business Unit Director for Precision Agriculture, and Director of Engineering. While at 
these roles, Jorge created and led high-performing teams that delivered over 20 high-technology 
Precision Agriculture products.

Scott Horner
Managing Director 

MIDDLELAND CAPITAL, USA

Scott is a Managing Director at Middleland Capital and is responsible 
for portfolio management and evaluating investment opportunities in 
agriculture and biotechnology. Scott currently sits on the Board of Directors 

of Mycotechnology Inc., Plant Response Biotech, Benson Hill Biosystems, and Blue Prairie Brands, 
and is a Board observer on Advanced Animal Diagnostics, Vive Crop Protection, ZeaKal, and 
Virgin Plants Inc.

Antoine Hubert
CEO 

YNSECT, FRANCE

Antoine is the Chairman and CEO of Ynsect. An agricultural engineering 
graduate from AgroCampus Rennes and AgroParisTech, Antoine has 10 
years’ experience in scientific projects in environment risk assessment, 

biomass management, soil remediation and recycled resources (Total & Altran). He launched 
in 2007 the non-profit organization WORGAMIC (food sustainability) and in 2011 the company 
organeo (bio-waste management).

Mark Johnson
CEO 

DESCARTES LABS, USA

Mark is the Co-Founder and CEO of Descartes Labs, a company applying 
machine learning to satellite imagery and building a living, breathing atlas of 
the world. Prior, Mark served as CEO of Zite where he helped the company 

pivot to a successful personalized iPad magazine. Just five months later, Mark sold Zite to CNN 
and eventually sold Zite out of CNN to Flipboard. Mark was previously a product manager at SAP 
and then plunged into three successful search startups.

Arama Kukutai
Co-Founder & Partner 

FINISTERE VENTURES, USA

Arama is a Co-Founder and Partner at Finistere Ventures, a pioneer in the 
Agriculture and Food technology sectors founded in 2005. Arama has been 
a company founder and entrepreneur in the Agribusiness sector with over 20 

years of experience. He served as Executive Chairman of PKW Farms, a successful agribusiness 
and diversified investment entity involved in dairy farming and aquaculture activities in New 
Zealand, Asia and Australia. 

Adam Kell
Partner 

COMET LABS, USA

Adam currently invests in AI and Robotics startups at a venture fund called 
Comet Labs. He co-founded a consumer electronics company and spent two 
years as the hardware lead at the StartX accelerator. Adam’s background is 

designing automated capital equipment and processes for the semiconductor industry. He is a 
2014 Forbes 30-under-30 in energy and industry.

Joe MacIlvaine
Former President 

WONDERFUL ORCHARD, USA

Joe recently retired from his position as President of Wonderful Orchards, 
the world’s largest producer of almonds, pistachios, and pomegranates. He 
was responsible for all aspects of crop production, research, technology 

development and implementation, with emphasis on improved irrigation, crop protection, 
environmental improvement, and genetic development of the crops grown. 
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Kirk Haney
CEO & Managing Partner 

RADICLE GROWTH/CLOUD BREAK ADVISORS, USA

Kirk is the CEO and Managing Partner of Radicle Growth, a $15M accelerator 
fund focused on transforming the speed of innovation in agriculture. Under 
Kirk’s leadership, Radicle secured top tier financial and corporate investors 

including Finistere Ventures, $150M agtech fund, OurCrowd, $300M funding platform, Bayer 
Crop Science and DuPont Pioneer. Radicle Growth is partnering with great entrepreneurs to bring 
disruptive innovation to market.

Adam Irrer
Manager of Wine & Grape Supply 

E&J GALLO WINERY, USA

Adam is the Manager of Wine and Grape Supply for E&J Gallo Winery, a 
customer of Planet, a World Agri-Tech partner. He leads a team of data 
scientists who are focused on land and remote sensing initiatives within the 

wine growing space. This team pulls Planet’s satellite data into their work flows to monitor Gallo 
agricultural land. With over ten years in agricultural production and software, his expertise spans 
across Mobile, Product management, Data architecture and Cloud computing.

Allison Kopf
Founder & CEO 

AGRILYST, USA

Allison is the Founder and CEO of Agrilyst, a management and analytics 
platform for indoor farms. Agrilyst won the highly coveted Disrupt Cup at 
TechCrunch Disrupt in San Francisco. Allison was recently named the 2016 

Changemaker of the Year by the Association of Vertical Farming. Prior to founding Agrilyst, she 
helped BrightFarms become one of the leading indoor agriculture companies in the US.

Jeff Keiser
VP Strategic Sales & Marketing 

ITERIS, USA

Jeff is VP of Strategic Sales and Marketing at Iteris, a leader in providing 
information solutions to the transportation and agriculture markets. In this 
role, Jeff is responsible for the establishment of strategic partnerships, review 

of emerging technologies, competitive market analysis, growth and management of the sales and 
marketing team, and the creation of long-term value for the Performance Analytics Division.

Susan Mac Cormac
Partner 

MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP, USA

Susan is a corporate partner at Morrison & Foerster, where she serves as 
Co-chair of the Energy and Clean Technology Groups and Chair of the Impact 
and Social Enterprise Practice. She has extensive experience representing 

startup to late-stage private companies and investors, with specific expertise in equity financings, 
new corporate forms and hybrid or tandem structures which marry for-profit and non-profit 
entities. She is perennially recognized as a leading lawyer in her field.

Ashish Malik
CEO & President 

BEE VECTORING TECHNOLOGY, USA

Ashish is President and CEO of Bee Vectoring Technologies (BVT), an AgTech 
company developing a disruptive new sustainable crop production tool that 
improves crop yields and quality. Prior to BVT he was VP of Global Marketing 

for Biologics at Bayer CropScience, Senior VP of Global Marketing at AgraQuest and a member of 
the company’s Executive Team, and Head of Commercial Operations for the Home Care Division 
at Syngenta. Ashish serves on the Board of the Biopesticides Industry Alliance.



Martha Montoya
CEO 

AGTOOLS, USA

Martha has over 25 years’ experience in the international food and agriculture 
industry both in the USA and overseas. She has specialized in sourcing from growers 
and processors while bridging communications and transactions with buyers across 

the globe, from retailers to distributors. Martha has had many leading roles cross-connecting industries and 
currently serves as a Board Member of the California Department of Food and Agriculture, the Latino Food 
Industry Association and the Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility.

Ole Peters
Head of Digital Farming Technology 

BAYER, GERMANY

Ole leads the global technology organisation at Bayer Digital Farming. 
Professionally Ole has worked for John Deere in their Corporate Research 
team and has worked in the Ukraine on a mega-farm which is leading when 

it comes to digital agriculture. Since 2014 Ole has pioneered the Bayer Digital Farming team – 
driving innovative and tangible solutions that bring real value to farmers and society.

Zach Serber
Chief Science Officer & VP of Development 

ZYMERGEN, USA

Zach is a scientist and entrepreneur devoted to using bioengineering to 
drive the next industrial revolution. In 2013, Zach co-founded Zymergen, a 
technology company unlocking the power of biology by combining biology 

with technology such as robotics and machine learning. Today, he is the company’s Chief Science 
Officer and Vice President of Development overseeing scientific direction, new products, and 
development teams. 

Jeff Orrey
CEO 

GEOVISUAL ANALYTICS, USA

Jeff is Founder and CEO of GeoVisual, leading its rollout of crop forecasting 
for the ag industry. Before GeoVisual, Jeff directed the Bing Maps Server 
team at Microsoft, delivering the private-cloud, geospatial analytics 

backbone of NYPD’s counter-terrorism system. As Chief Scientist at another startup, Jeff led 
development of imaging technology sold to a Chevron-backed venture now the leader in 
worldwide hydraulic fracture monitoring.

Andy Renz
VP Business Development 

VESTARON CORPORATION, USA

Andy is leading Vestaron’s business development. Andy is a global expert 
in AgTech innovation, a passionate business developer and an experienced 
international negotiator. During the past 18 years, he worked in various 

fields of AgTech – from AgBiotech and advanced breeding to precision ag and biologicals - as an 
executive in start-ups and a senior manager in multinational corporations. Andy is advising other 
start-up companies, AgTech incubators and conferences.

Gregg Steinberg
CEO & Director 

GROWCENTIA, USA

Gregg is Growcentia’s CEO. He has been involved in startups to mature 
companies and from private to public entities. He has expertise in launching 
and scaling early stage companies, executing on valuation creation 

strategies and in raising seed / venture capital. Gregg has been an investor and advisor in 
numerous companies including retail and commercial CPG product rollouts. He was President of a 
company that was listed twice in the top 10 of the INC500.

Don Marvin
President & CEO 

INOCUCOR TECHNOLOGIES, USA

Don is President and CEO of Inocucor Technologies, the agriculture biotech 
company that develops sustainable biological products for agriculture that 
naturally improve crop yields, shorten growing periods and create more 

resilient soils for farmers and greenhouse growers. He has been a biotechnology entrepreneur 
and leader in the commercialization of new life sciences diagnostic and research technologies 
and products for more than 30 years.

Stefani Millie Grant
External Affairs & Sustainability, UNILEVER 
Chair, FIELD TO MARKET, USA

Stefani is Senior Manager, External Affairs & Sustainability for Unilever, a 
food and personal care products manufacturing company. She works with 
elected officials and NGOs on Unilever’s sustainability efforts, and also 

program manages all of Unilever’s sustainable sourcing programs in the U.S. and Canada. She 
also serves as the Chair of Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, which brings 
together a diverse group of grower organizations.

David Perry
CEO & Director 

INDIGO, USA

David is President, CEO, and Director of Indigo. He is a serial entrepreneur 
who has founded and built three innovative companies in the last 18 years, 
leading the last two through successful IPOs and to multi-billion dollar 

market capitalizations. In addition to Indigo, David is Founder and Chairman of the San Francisco-
based digital health startup, Farewell. David was most recently CEO and Co-Founder of Anacor 
Pharmaceuticals, and previously co-founded and served as CEO of Chemdex.

Ismael Roig
SVP & CSO, Head of Strategy 

ADM, USA

Ismael is Senior Vice President, Chief Strategy Officer, and Chief 
Sustainability Officer for Archer Daniels Midland Company, and a member 
of the company’s Executive Council. As such, he controls and advances the 

implementation of ADM’s corporate strategy, and leads the process of corporate strategic and 
resource allocation planning. He also manages ADM’s corporate mergers & acquisitions and 
business development activities.

Niall Mottram
Head of Product Development, Industrial & Energy 

CAMBRIDGE CONSULTANTS, UK

Niall leads Cambridge Consultants’ activities in the Agri-Tech sector. A 
chemical engineer by training, Niall has led breakthrough innovation projects 
in the consumer, utilities and medical device sectors. He is particularly 

interested in the potential for technologies in adjacent sectors to make the leap into Agri-Tech, 
delivering the next round of yield increases while reducing environmental impact.

Brook Porter
Partner 

KPCB, USA

Brook joined Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers in 2010 and is a partner in KPCB’s 
Green Growth Fund (GGF), supporting young companies leading new markets in 
sustainable ways. He seeks multi-stage investments at the nexus of sustainability 

and technology innovation, with a focus on Transportation, Agriculture, and Distributed Generation. 
Brook serves as a board director, observer and/or advisor for Amprius, Amyris, Bloom Energy, 
ChargePoint, Farmer’s Edge, Kaiima, Luxvue, Proterra, Renmatix, Siluria, and Turo.

Gideon Soesman
Co-Founder & Managing Partner 

GREENSOIL INVESTMENTS, ISRAEL

Gideon is Co-Founder and Managing Partner of GreenSoil Investments, an 
Investment company with offices in Israel, Canada and the Netherlands. 
GreenSoil’s first Agro & Food Technologies Fund has over $33M under 

management and is invested in six Israeli companies. GreenSoil is currently raising its second 
agro & food technologies fund with a mandate to invest in Europe & Israel.

Dave Sterry
SVP Global R&D 

DRISCOLL’S, USA

Dave is the SVP of Driscoll’s Global R&D. He has over 20 years of strategy 
consulting experience with food and packaged good companies: developing 
growth strategies, long-range business planning, competitive analysis, M&A 

analysis and channel expansion. In his R&D capacity, Dave has created a global management 
team within R&D, developed a long-term strategy for reinvigorating R&D’s role as a source of 
ideas and innovation for the Company, and championed the transition to a technology enabled 
molecular breeding strategy.



Michael Toto
Global Director of Strategic planning for IoT 

VERIZON, USA

Michael is the Director of New Products and Strategic Business Development 
at Verizon. His key responsibility is to lead and develop Verizon’s Internet of 
Things business and products for the Intelligent Transportation and Ag Tech 

markets. Michael is recognized for developing Verizon Wireless first Vertical Solution Finder Sales 
Tool, which brought partners of all types together to joint market solutions and GTM.

Steve Webb
R&D Director 

DOW AGROSCIENCES, USA

Steve was named New Technology and Intellectual Property Portfolio 
Development Leader at Dow AgroSciences in 2013. He joined Dow 
AgroSciences Canada, Inc. as a Research Scientist in Field Research and 

Development in 1996. The following year, Steve accepted the role of Product Development 
Manager in the Nexera™ canola breeding program in Saskatchewan, Canada, where he was 
responsible for the registration of the first Omega-p canola varieties.

Andy Ziolkowski
Managing Director 

CULTIVIAN SANDBOX VENTURES, USA

Andy is a Managing Director of Cultivian Sandbox and Co-Founder and 
Managing Partner of Cultivian Ventures. He has over 30 years of experience 
in venture capital investing and merchant banking across a broad range 

of industries. His investment track record includes DexCom, Biomimetic Pharmaceuticals, 
FutureHealth, Tessera, i-STAT, and The Liposome Company. Prior to founding Cultivian, Andy was 
a Managing Director of SAE Ventures and Forest Street Capital LLC.

Scott Uknes
Co-CEO 

AGBIOME, USA

Scott is Founder and Co-CEO of AgBiome, a company focused on traits and 
biologicals for agriculture. Previously, Scott served as the Global Lead in 
the In and Out Licensing function for Bayer Cropscience Bioscience based 

in Monheim, Germany and Ghent, Belgium. Prior to the acquisition by Bayer, Scott was the Vice 
President of Business Development for Athenix. Scott was also a co-founder of Cropsolution, and 
before that a co-founder of Paradigm Genetics.

Craig Wilson
Vice President, QA & Food Safety 

COSTCO WHOLESALE, USA

Craig is the Vice President, General Merchandising Manager of Quality 
Assurance/ Food Safety, Non-Foods Quality Assurance, Environmental 
Services/Haz Mat and Merchandise Services for Costco Wholesale 

Corporation. Prior to joining Costco Wholesale, Craig worked as a Special Projects Director for 
Frigoscandia Equipment Food Safety Systems for over 24 years. 
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Kip Tom
CEO 

TOM FARMS, USA

Kip is the Chairman of Top Farms and Ceresev. He is an agribusiness 
leader who transformed a seventh-generation farm into one of the largest 
commodity businesses in the Midwest while launching international 

operations and deploying new technologies. Kip is recognized by multinational businesses, 
financial firms and national press as an individual who can explain agribusiness trends to farmers 
and corporate board members.

Mike Vande Logt
EVP & COO 

WINFIELD SOLUTIONS, USA

For nearly 40 years, Mike has worked in all aspects of the seed industry, with 
nearly 30 of them in evolving roles at Land O’Lakes, Inc. Today. Mike leads 
the crop inputs and insights businesses of Land O’Lakes, including the seed 

and crop protection products business, WinField® United, that focuses on delivering data-backed, 
insights driven agronomics, operational excellence and sustainable solutions to help locally 
owned and operated agricultural retailers meet farmers’ needs.

Diane Wu
Co-Founder 

TRACE GENOMICS, USA

Prior to co-founding Trace Genomics, Diane worked in the genomic 
sequencing, microbiome science, and machine learning fields for over a 
decade. Diane has designed and implemented solutions to a range of big 

data and applied machine learning problems in her roles as the first data scientist at Palantir 
Technologies and MetaMind (acquired by Salesforce). She studied the microbiome while obtaining 
her PhD in Genetics from Stanford.

Jacob Traverse
Executive Director AgTech 

ALEXANDRIA REAL ESTATE EQUITIES/ 
AGTECH ACCELERATOR, USA

Jacob’s professional experience spans over 15 years in human health, 
industrial and agricultural life science sectors working with startup 

companies, major multi-nationals, and economic development non-profits. Jacob is the Executive 
Director for AgTech at Alexandria Real Estate Equities, a leading provider of commercial real 
estate and venture capital for the life science industry.

Karin Wehlin
CEO 

BOMILL, SWEDEN

CEO of BoMill since 2012, Karin holds an executive MBA from Lund 
University. She has more than 15 years of leading positions as CEO and CFO 
of several international companies mainly within pharmaceuticals. In 2006, 

she co-founded EQL Pharma which is now a public listed company. Before joining BoMill, Karin 
worked as CEO of a venture capital company.

Bob Sutor
VP Solutions & Mathematical Sciences 

IBM, USA

Bob is Vice President for Solutions and Mathematical Sciences at IBM Research. 
In this role he drives IBM’s worldwide research strategy and execution by 
starting with client requirements and then delivering cross-industry innovations 

through business solutions and services, software products, and direct engagements. He leads a 
worldwide team of over 375 researchers and software engineers in the technology areas of analytics, 
data science, mathematical optimization, commerce, supply chain, mobile, social media, interactive 
customer experience, agriculture, education, energy, and environment.

Nate Storey
Co-Founder & CSO  

PLENTY, USA

Nate received his PhD in Agronomy from the University of Wyoming with an 
emphasis in vertical plane hydroponic production. He has extensive experience 
in plant production and equipment design. Nate also founded and was CEO of 

Bright Agrotech, a leader in vertical plane production technology for indoor and greenhouse growers.
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Cloud-based solutions
from continent to field

geosys.com

years of growing agriculture
TM3

KNOW-HOW IS GREAT. KNOW-WHEN-WHERE-WHAT-WHY-HOW IS GREATER.

The R7® Tool allows you to see your fields like never before. It starts by pairing 20 years of historical satellite 

field mapping and soil variability with precise local Answer Plot® data so you can make informed seed and 

population decisions. It continues by incorporating in-season, on-demand satellite imagery to identify 

emerging crop nutrition problems and opportunities as they arise, before it’s too late. With the R7® Tool, 

you’ll be able to effectively harness local field experience with the power of precision agriculture technology 

to help you be greater on every acre. Bring it all together at winfieldunitedag.com.

GET IN THE KNOW

Answer Plot, R7 and WinField are registered trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC. © 2017 Winfield Solutions, LLC

Radicle is an accelerator fund that is transforming the speed of innovation in ag and food by filling a gap in seed stage investing. 
It carefully selects innovative ag and food tech start-ups for investment, ensuring that powerful, disruptive technologies reach 
their full potential. It provides a fertile environment for visionaries in the ag and food space, not just to grow but to flourish. Its 
proprietary platform is the only one of its kind in the agriculture industry, thus filling a huge void in the market by identifying the 
most innovative technologies and accelerating them with a range of value-creation initiatives.

Radicle Accelator

accelerating agtech innovation
Radicle

Good Company Ventures developed the first accelerator designed to engage social entrepreneurs to apply new technologies 
to unmet social needs, design business models to take their innovations to scale, and attract investment capital to fuel their 
impact. To date, our graduates have raised over $60mm in private capital to generate a projected $5bn in social impact. 
GCV is a 501(c)3 nonprofit. Its work has been made possible with support from leadership organizations including Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, the Knight Foundation, Halloran Philanthropies and the William Penn Foundation.

Good Company Ventures

Coffee Break Partners

Media Partners



Chetu provides custom software development services for the agriculture industry. It develops solutions across on-site, mobile, 
web, and cloud-based platforms. Its experience includes: Precision agriculture software for site-specific spatial data mapping 
through GIS / GPS software technology and integration with cost analysis applications to create seed yield forecasts and field 
optimized planting. Chetu’s elite team of programmers also develops custom livestock inventory applications including custom 
databases with individual and group-level data, animal types, categories, locations, events, and other features. 

Chetu

Cool Planet was founded in 2009 to commercialize a groundbreaking technology that produces engineered biocarbon and 
renewable, carbon negative fuel from biomass. The company is currently focused on deploying its proprietary Cool Terra® 
engineered biocarbon platform, which significantly improves soil health while sequestering carbon. With society demanding 
more food grown sustainably, the Cool Terra® engineered biocarbon platform contributes to a healthier planet that feeds more 
people and delivers higher grower profitability.  

Cool Planet

Manufacturers of a complete line of professional weather stations, found in farms and fields worldwide. Davis delivers timely 
data from durable, accurate and surprisingly affordable sensors through a highly-reliable cellular and cloud-stored solution. Its 
WeatherLink Network hosts well over 20,000 connected stations. Designed, built, and rigorously tested in California.

Davis Instruments

RIG’s specialized tax consultants assist Ag-related businesses with obtaining tax credits and incentives that are frequently 
overlooked by other service providers and CPAs. For over 15 years, RIG has worked with companies of all sizes, including 
publicly-traded corporations with multistate operations, to save its clients hundreds of millions of dollars. 

Romo Incentives Group

WaterBit started with a simple question - “Let’s assume we can apply data science to growing for optimization - where would 
the data come from? And would this be real-time, affordable and actionable?” This lead to sensor designs, initial funding from 
friends and advisors, and the subsequent founding of WaterBit in May 2015. Since then, WaterBit has continued to execute, with 
alpha sensor deployments at UC Davis, ongoing R&D in algorithms, hardware and software, backed up with increasing customer 
traction and team growth. 

Waterbit

Zasso Group is an innovative Swiss company that uses advanced power electronics to reshape weed control for a healthier 
future, knowing that a safer world demands less chemicals. Its flagship product, the Electroherb, is a proprietary technology 
developed over the last ten years to manage weed in an effective and efficient manner. Its breakthrough approach has been 
commercially proven through renewed contracts in the urban weed control market in South America.

Zasso Group

Founded in 2002, Hortau is a leader in wireless, web-based irrigation management systems. Hortau’s patented irrigation 
management solutions help growers detect plant stress using soil tension, ensuring optimal crop growth while reducing water 
use, energy consumption and environmental impact. With U.S. operations based in San Luis Obispo, Calif., Hortau has offices, 
representatives and technicians throughout North America, including a Canada headquarters in Quebec.

Hortau

Exhibitors
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Agribody Technologies applies a proven solution to food-sourcing problems due to ever growing population, decreasing 
farmland availability, and extreme weather and climate change, by increasing crop yields by at least 20%. Its broadly patent-
protected technology modifies a fundamental biological switch in crop plants that delays onset of plant senescence while 
increasing resistance to diseases and sublethal stresses. Customers are innovative seed companies, with revenues obtained 
through co-development or from licensing fees, benchmark payments and royalties.

Agribody Technologies

Agrilyst is a management and analytics platform for indoor farms. The SaaS platform tracks and analyzes all farm data in one 
place, enabling growers to optimize plant performance and reduce operating expenses. With Agrilyst, farmers are visualizing 
farm data like never before and making better decisions every day. Agrilyst has customers in four countries. 

Agrilyst

AgTools was created by a seasoned team in the agriculture and technology industries with worldwide experience. This content 
management smart solution addresses data and communication gaps between farmers and the rest of supply chain. The data 
aggregator’s main purpose is providing accurate, reliable and historical data so farmers and industry stakeholders can make 
better decisions, potentially increasing profits, and streamline the growing cycles while reducing food waste, which in turn will 
create a cleaner environment.

AgTools

Blue River’s novel See & Spray machines use cameras, artificial intelligence and precision spraying to precisely observe, analyse 
and treat each plant in a field. Blue River’s machines apply herbicides only to weeds and not to the crops, which improves 
grower economics and gives farmers the freedom to choose any herbicide that meets their needs, bypassing the fast growing 
problem of weeds becoming resistant to common herbicides. Longer term, Blue River will also use the same machines to apply 
other crop protectants and fertilizer.

Blue River Technology

BoMill, a Swedish company, provides high volume, single kernel grain and seed sorting solutions using near-infrared (NIR) 
analysis in transmittance mode. The company’s proprietary technology makes it possible to analyse and identify each kernel 
in a batch of grain/seed and sort them into quality certified fractions. By using the company’s technology, each kernel is 
characterized by its structure and chemical composition allowing sorting for uniformity according to properties which do not 
manifest themselves visually at a capacity of three tonnes per hour per module. 

BoMill

Farm Dog’s precision agriculture platform for pest and disease management enables proactive not reactive actions by growers. 
Treatment efficacy and resistance reviews, regional pest and disease alerts, and variable rate pesticide application are all 
driven by Farm Dog’s in-field application and web dashboard. The platform saves 45 minutes per day per scout and increases 
accountability between growers and their teams. Farm Dog is used by growers and scouts across 6 continents, over 20 crop 
types, and young and old alike.

Farm Dog

Bee Vectoring Technology has developed and owns patent-pending technology designed to harmlessly utilize bees as natural 
delivery mechanisms for mixtures of biological plant treatments that inhibit or eliminate common crop diseases and pests, while 
at the same time stimulating and enhancing crops. This unique and proprietary process enables a targeted delivery of crop 
controls using the natural process of bee pollination to replace traditional crop spraying, resulting in better yields, superior 
quality and less impact on the environment without the use of water or disruptions to labor.

Bee Vectoring Technology



GeoVisual solves the fresh produce farmer’s fundamental problem of balancing crop supply with customer demand in spite of 
variability in weather, pests, weeds and disease. GeoVisual’s crop forecasts based on aerial imagery and artificial intelligence 
provide farmers routine reports on crop health and maturity across their fields, helping detect and mitigate problems in time to 
prevent losses and to save big by avoiding spot market purchases. GeoVisual is backed by the world’s largest fresh producer.

GeoVisual Analytics

Growcentia is manufacturing its Co-Founder’s patent pending, globally scalable, organic bio-stimulant soil additive that 
significantly increases plant yield across many crops. Its proprietary platform was university developed using NSF grants and 
successfully went from lab concept to commercialization and market launch in under 18 months. Leveraging private seed 
funding, Growcentia’s monthly revenue exceeded $1.5 million in its first full year post product launch. 

Growcentia

MicroGen is an Irish biotech startup company founded in 2012 by Dr. Xuemei Germaine and a spin-out of the Institute of 
Technology Carlow. In 2015, it raised seed funding from Irish and Chinese private investors and Enterprise Ireland. MicroGen 
utilize patented isolation and high-throughput screening methods to isolate functional, high-performance microbiomes for 
application in agricultural crop production and environmental remediation.

MicroGen Biotech

Trace Genomics has launched the first scalable microbiome test for the food supply. Its genetic test for soil profiles beneficial, 
pathogenic, and commensal microbes that impact crop health. Trace Genomics is combining genomic sequencing and machine 
learning technology to build advanced microbial predictive models for crop diseases, yield, and quality. 

Trace Genomics

Vestaron develops a unique class of bioinsecticides: insecticidal peptides from spider venoms. The first product, SPEAR®, has 
two novel modes-of-action to kill insect pests with the efficiency of modern synthetics and the safety of biologicals. In 2017, 
SPEAR® will be launched for greenhouse use, and in 2018 for use in potato and vegetable farming. Additional product concepts 
are animal health and GM crops that produce SPEAR® together with Bt – to control even Bt-resistant insect pests. 

Vestaron Corporation

Ynsect is a company that uses insects to bio-convert any kind of biomass and transform those insects into high quality products 
for nutrition and green chemistry markets. It has developed competitive patented technologies through a high-tech and 
robotized process. Ynsect has raised €11M in only one year with three renowned international investors and public support. They 
have also gathered a highly talented multidisciplinary, international team and are currently building a Demo-Plant in France

Ynsect

Platform Genetics, a company spun out of Vineland Research and Innovation Centre, is a service provider that creates and 
identifies genetic variability in plants for the purpose of crop improvement. It will serve the needs of public and private breeders 
who wish to introduce traits that improve the performance, yield and quality of their products. Platform Genetic’s patented 
methods and proprietary population resources enable the development of novel, high-value traits for plants and other species. 

Platform Genetics
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